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1.T1MOTH.6,6, 
Gadlineſſe is great gaine , if a man be content with 
fe * that bee hath. a 


Ecauſe when we preach, we know not whe⸗ 
ther wee (hall preach agaige j care is, to 
chooſe fit and proper Tex „ 0 peake that 
which I would ſpeake , aui that which is 
neceſſary for you to heare, Therfore,think- 
ing with my ſelfe what doctrine were fit- 
teſt for you, I ſought for a Text which ſpeakes againſt coue- 
ouſaclie, which! may call the Londoners ſinne. Although 
God hath giuen you more then other, which ſhould turne 
couetouſneſſe into thankfulneſſe: yet as the Iuie groweth 
with the Oake, ſo couetouſneſſe hath growne with riches : 
euery man wiſhech the Philoſopher ſtone, and who is with- 
in theſe walls that thinks hee hath enough, though there be 
ſo many that haue too much ? As the Iſralites murmured as 


uetous. This is the Deuill which bewitcheth you, to thinke 


need. If you cannot chooſe but couet riches , I will ſhew 


[- which words, as vob craucd of his Wines 
2 A 2 to 


LIMI 


that you haue not enough, when you haue more then you 


you riches which you may couet. Gadlineſſo is great riches. In ; 
eee. | 


| much when they had Manna, as when they were without it, gxod.16.2. 

| ſo they which haue riches couet as much as they which are Nun. 11. f. 

without them: that conferring your minds and your wealth | 2 
F -- - together, I may truly ſay, this Citie is rich if it were not co- 
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cian, he goeth about to picke out the greedy worme which 
maketfr men ſo hutigry;& ſetteth ſuch a glaſſe befpre them, 
that will make g ſhilling ſeem as great as a pound a cottage 

| — — alre Palace, and a ploiigh ſeeme as goodly aaa 
Diadem, that ie which hath but twentie pounds ſhall he as 
merry as hee which hath an hundred, and hee Which hath an 
bandred;ſhal be as jocund as he which hath a thouſand, and 

he which hath a thouſand, ſhall be as weliconrented as hee 

pan. 1. 12. which bath a million: euen as Daniel did thriue with water 
: and pulſe, as well as che'teftidid Wich their wine and jun- 
lets. This is the vertue and operation of theſe words: if you 


ſer ypon giuing : this was not the firſt day that Zacbeus ſee. 
med rich to others, but this was the firſt day that Zachews' 


Ke, 15. 21 godlinefſe ſeemed riches.Chriſt doth not will ęthers to glue 
all their goods away to the pooregas he bade the Yong man, 


his riches ; forbiddeth vs to loueriches} and makes pux ri- 
ches ſeeme poucrtie, When ye contemmè riches, ye hill ſeem 
1 %; y tich 


5 2 


heare them with the ſame ſpirit that Paw! wrote them, they 
will ſo work ypon your hearts, hat you ſhall go way euery 
Lal. 19.8. man contented with that which hee hath ; like Zachead, 
which before hee had feene Chriſt | knew nothing but to 
ſcrape,bur as ſoone as he had heard Chriſt, all his mind w- ꝗs 


= ſeemed rich ynto himſelfs : when riches ſet med dung, and 


to ſee what he would do; but he wWhieh forbad him ta keep 
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| rieh,becauſe'no man bath enough, but de which is conten- 
| ted: but if yee couer, & grone,andthirth, ns /avob gaue Ru. 6 
ben a bleſſing, but ſaid, thou ſhalt not be extellent;ſo.God may * 
giue you riches, but he ſaith, yow /ball not be ſatis fir, For yee 
wil be couetous vntil ye be religious, He that wil haue eon- 
tentation, mult leaue his couctouſneſſe in pa ne for it. This 
1 is the ſpirit which we ſhould caſt out, if yewil leaue hut this 
5 one ſinne bebinde, you ſhall depart out of this Church like 
1 Naaman out of Jordan, as if you had beene waſhed, and all 2. Kin. 5. 14 
your ſinnes {wept away like the ſcales from Pauls eyes. For 41 9. 18. 
what hath brought vſurie,& ſimonie, and bribetie, & cruel- 
tie, and ſubtiltie, & enuy, & ſtrife, and deceit into this Citie, 
and made every houſe an Inne, and every ſhop.a Market of 
| oathes,and lies, and fraud, but the ſuperfluous loue ofmo- 
ny 2 Name couetouſnes, and thou haſt named the mother of 
all theſe miſchiefs: other fins are but hitelings vnto this (in, 
vſurie, and briberie, & ſimonie, and extortioaz& deceit,and 
lies, and oathes, are factors to couetouſneſſe, and ſerue for 
Porters to fetch and bring het liuiug in. As the Receiuer 
makes a thiefe, ſo — makes an vſurer, and extor- 
tioner, and dece iuer, becauſe ſhe receiveth the booty which 
they ſteale. Euen as Rachel cryed to her husband, Gine mes Gen, 30.1. 
children or elſe I die, ſo coue touſneſſe cryeth ynto vſutie, and 
briberie, and ſimonie, & crueltie, & deceit, and lies, Giue me 
riches or elſe I die. How they may ſaue a little, and how they 
may get much, & how they may prolong life, is euety mans 
dreame from Sunne to Sunne, ſo long as they haue a knee to Rr. 
bow vnto Baal: ſo many vices bud out of this one, that it is 1. 7 &. 10 
| called, The roote of all euill, as if wee would ſay, the ſpawne 
of all ſinne. Take away couetouſneſſe, and hee will ſell his 
wates as cheape as he: he will bring vp his children as yer- 
tuouſly as hee: hee will refuſe bribes as carneſtly.as hee: hee 
* will ſuceour the poore as heartily as hee: hee will come to 
the Churctras lightly as hee. If yee could feele the pulſe of 
euery heart, what makes Gehezi take the bribe which E 
E ſba refuſed , what makes Demetrius to ſpeake for Images, U. 5-11 


P - which Paul condemned, \ Ne Nabal denie m_ 2 
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6 The Benefitof Contentation. 
that which Abigail gaue him ? what makes Jada grudge 
the oyle which Mary rendred ? nothing but couerouſheſſe. 
When thou ſhouldeſt giue, ſhee ſaith it is too much: when 
thou ſhouldeſt receiue, ſnee ſaith, it is too little. when thou 
ſhouldeſt remit, ſnee ſaith, it is too great : when thou ſhoul- 
deſt repent, ſhee ſaith, it is too ſoone i when thou ſhouldeſt 
E rod. g. 6. heare, ſhe ſaith, it is too farre: like Pharaoh, which found one 
buſineſſe or other to occupie the Iewes when they ſhould 
ſerue God. 
Thus euerie labour hath an end, but couetouſneſſe hath 
none; like a ſuiter in Law, which thinks to haue an end this 
Terme, and that Terme, and the Lawyer which ſhould pro- 
cure his peace, prolongeth his ſtriſe, hecauſe he hath an acti- g 
om to his purſe, as his aduerſary hath to his land: ſo he which 
is ſet on coueting doth drink brine which makes him thirſt 
more, & ſecs no hauen till he arrive at death; when he hath 
lied, he is readie to lie againe: when he hath ſworne, hee is 
readic to ſweare againe:when he hath deceiued, he is readie 
to deceiue againe: when the day is paſt, hee would it were 
to begin againe : when the Terme is ended, he wifheth it 
were to come againe; and though his houſe be full, and his 
ſhop full, and his coffers full, and his purſe full: yer his heart 
is not full, but lanke and emptie, like the diſeaſe which wee 
call the wolfe, that is alwaies eating, and yet keepes the bo- 
die leane. The Ant doth eate the food which ſhee findeth, | 
The Lion doth refreſh himfelfe with the prey that he taketh, 
but the couetous man lieth by his money, as a ficke man fits 
by his meat, and hath no power to taſte it, but to looke vpon 
it; like the Prince to whom El/ha ſaid, That bee ſhould ſee | 
2Reg.7-3+ the Corus with his eyes, but none ſbould come within his month; 
Thus the couetous man makes a foole of himſelfe. He coue- 
teth to couet: he gathereth to gather: he labourerh to labor: 
he careth to care: as though his office were, to fill a coffer = 
ful of Angels, & then to die like an Aſſe, which earrieth trea- f 
ſures on his backe all day, and at night they are taken from 3 
him which did him no good but loade him. How happy 
ren. 9. ia. were ſome, if they knew not gold from leade ? If rhow — 
| wiſe 


S ——— 


JMI 


The Benefit of Contentation: 7 


wiſe ( ſaith Salomon ) thow ſhalt be wiſe for thy ſelfe : But hee 
which is couetous, is couetous againſt him(clife, For what a 
plague is this (valeſſe one would kill himſelfe) for a man to 
ſpend all his life in carking , and pining, and ſcraping ( as 
ongh he ſhould doe nothing bur gather in this world, to 
ſpend inthe next) vnleſſe he be ſure that he ſhould come 
againe when he is dead, to cate thoſe ſcraps which he hath 
otten with all his ſtirreꝰ Therefore couetouſneſſe may well 
be called Miſerie, and the couetous Miſerable, for they are 
miſerable indeed. | 
Of them which ſeeme to be wiſe, there be no ſuch fooles 
in the world, as they which lone money better then them- 


ſelues:but this is the iudgement of God, that they which de- Gm. 4-14. 


ceiue others, deceiue themſelues, and liue like Caiz , which 
was a vagabond vpon his one land, ſo they are beggers in 
the middeft of their wealth; for though they haue vnder- 
ſtandisg to know riches, and a mind to ſeeke them, and wit 
to find them, and policie to keepe them, and life to po ſſeſſe 
them; yet they haue ſuch a falſe fight and bleare eye, that 
when their riches lie before them they haue pouertieʒ and 
he which hath not halfe ſo much ſeemes richer then they: 
Will you know how this comes to paſſe ? To ſhew that the 
couetous men belong to hel, they are all like hell while they 


live. Hell is neuer filled, and they are neuer ſatisfied, but as Frou. 30.13 


the Horſe-leach cryeth giue, giue, ſo their hearts cry, bring, 


Chriſt, Altheſe wilt I give thee, yet all will not content them, 
no more then Heauen contented him. But as the Glutton in 
Hell defired a drop of water, and yet a river would not ſa- 
tisfie him: for if a drop had bin granted him, he would haue 
deſired a drop more, and a drop to that: ſo they will lie, and 
ſweare, and deceiue for a drop of riches. The deuil nee ds not 
offer them all, as he did to Chriſt, for they will ſerue bim for 
leſſe, but if hee could giue thew all, all would not content 
them, no more then the world contented Alexander. For it is 
againſt the name and nature ofcouetouſnes te be content, as 
it 1 Aga the name & naiure of Contentstioꝝ to be coue- 

1 914 tous 


bring: 8c though the tempter ſhould ſay to him, as he ſaid to 14rf. 4.9. 


Luke 4.6. 
Late 16.24 


a The Benefit of Contentation. 
tous. Therefore one ſaith, That no mans heart is like the eo. 
uetous-mans heart, for bis heart is without a bottome. 
A Prentiſe is bound but for nine yeeres, & then he is ſree, 

Gf. I if the couetous man m ght live longer then Methuſbe- 

world, while they haue a foot out of the graue. 

1. Pet. 5 8. It is a wonder to ſee: as the Deuil compaſſeth about, ſoe- 
king whom hee may deuoure, ſo men compaſſe about ſee- 
king what they may deuoure, ſuch loue is bet weene men & 

prou. 1. 13. mony, that they which profeſſe good will yato it with their 
hearts, wil not take ſo much paines for their liſe, as they take 
for gaine. Therefore no matuell, if they haue no leaſure to 
ſanctifie themſelues, which haue no 4 to refreſh them - 
ſclues, - Chriſt knew what hee ſpake when he ſaid: No man 

dart. 6. 24. Can ſer us two Matters (meaning God, & the world) becauſe 
each would haue all. As the Angel and the Deuill ſtroue for 

lude 2. the hodie of Moſes, not who hould haue a patt, but who 
ſhould haue the whole: ſo they ſtriue ſtil for out ſoules, who 

1. leb. 2.15 ſhall haue all. Therefore the Apoſtle ſai h, The laue of this 
world is enmity to God. Signifying ſuch emulation betweene 
theſe two, that God cannot abide the World ſhould haue a. 
part, and the world cannot abide that Gotl ſhauld hape a 
part- Therefore the loue af the world wuſt nee do be enmitie., 
to God, and thetfore the louers of the world muſt needs be: 
enemies to God: and ſo no couetous man is Gods ſeruant, 


Epbeſ. 5. 5. but Gods enemy. For this cauſt eouetouſueſſe is called. Ido; 


latrie, which is the moſt conttatyꝭ ſinne ta God, hecauſe as; 
tteaſon ſets vp angther King ia the Kipgs plate, ſo Idolatty 
ſets vp another God in Gods place, ed. 
This word doth ſignifie that the couetous make ſo much 
of mom, chat they cuen worſhipiit in their hearts, & would 
doe as much ſorit as the ldglaters doe for thei Idols. Paα 
ſeeing ſuch. ins committed, and ſoch pains taken for gain 
thought with himſel fe, if they eould be perſwade d, that god- f 
lin ſſe is gane, it is like that they would cake as much paines 
tor Godlineſle as they take for Gaine, The reſote he takęth. 
vpon him ta prooue this firapge;Paradare, that godlineſſe 
FEY 3 5 18 


lab, yet they would neuer be Free- men, but Prentiſes to the 
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is gaine,againſt all them in the verſe before, which hold, that 

gaine is godlineſſe. Theſe two opinions ate very contrary, 

and hete are many againſt one, A man would thinke that 

Paul ſhould be vety eloquent and ſharpe witted ; and that 

hee had need to vie ſome Logick, fot he hath choſen s bard 

Text. What, Paul, will you prove that goaliveſſe is gaive?Y ou . 

ſhall haue moe opponetus, againſt you then Miebaiab had, 1. Reg. 27.7 
when he forbad Achab to fight, If you had taken the former. 

verſe, which ſaith that gaine bs goaliner,then you fhauld-haus. 

had matter and examples enough, the Merchant & Mercer, 

and La wier, and Land- lord, and Pa: ron, and all would come 

in and ſpeake for gaine, as the Epheſians cryed for Diana.: 48, 19.18, 
but if you will be croſſe to all, and preach, gpdlineſe is gane. 
to them which count gaine godlines, men will hioke f you AF. 16. 24. 
as Feſtus did, that you ſpeake you know not what, Theſe 

leſſons are for Paul himſelfe. As Chriſt ſaith, Al dos por re- Mat. 19.11 
ociue i his word, ſo all doe not couot this gaine, but leſſe: wert I — 
count bim rich that hath hs barnes ful} like the ghyrle, his: — , = 
coffers full like the glutton, | his table full like Palnaſar, his 1,reg.4.36, 
ſtable full like Salomon, his grounds full like 4, his purſe lohn 1. 3. 
full ike (raſu.., You ſpeake againſt your Maſter, for, Chriſt Le 7. 22. 
ſeneword unto Joh, that the poore receive the Goſpell,,as 
thoughithe godly were of the poorer ſort:and Daaid calleth Fſiz q 
the wicked rich, they proſper and flouriſh, ſaith hee, their ſeede 

blaſteth not, their cow calteth not, as if he ſhould ſay, It is 

not as you take it, Paul. that godlines doth make men rich, **1549, 
For his I haue obſeru dinmy time that the wicked: be the. 1% 745. 
wealthieſt: and good Laxarus is the poore man, and wicked 
Diues is the rich man. Againe, wee reade that the Officers 

were asked, which of the Phariſees, or of the Rulers did fol- 

law Chriſt, yet theſe were counted rich men, though they 

hd no godlineſſe tand if you (hovld examine:your feel.. 
ſecmes you were norich man, for all your gadlineſſe, hen 1. be.. 
you did worke with hands for your liuingztherefort if gadd - 
lineſſe be ſuch gaine, how happedeth it that you ſhare ne 2obs 3.4. 
bettes ? ſo they which are like Nicadema whGt· Chtiſt fa 

that they mull be borne again) think bat he can haue uõο 


other 
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other meaning , but that they muſt returne into their mo- | 


thers wombe ; and when hee calles himſclfe btead, that hee 
' muſt needes meane ſuch bread as they dine with. As the 
lun 6. lewes, bearing the Prophets ſpeake ſo often of Chriſts King- 
dome,and call him a King, looked for a temporal King, that 
Met.z0.20 ſhould bring them peace, and ioy,and glory, and make them 
like Kings themſelues: ſo the carnall eares, when theyſheare 
of a kingdome, and treaſures, and riches, ſtraight their minds 
runne vpon karthly, and worldly , and tranfitoric things, 
ſuch as they loue, to whom Paul anſwereth, as Chriſt an- 
fwered his Diſciples, 1 have another meate which you know not 
of: ſo there are other riches which you know not of : I ſaid not, 
leb 3.3. that godlineſſe is earthly , or worldly, or tranſitory gaine, 


but at gain. 

He wil not onely proue godlineſſe to be gaine, but great 
gain: as if he ſhould ſay, more gainefull then your wares, 
and rents, and fines, and intereft : as though he would make 
the Lawyer, and Merchant, and Mercer, and Draper, and Pa- 
tron, and Landlord, and all the men of riches belieue, that 
godlineſſe wil make then rich ſooner then couetouſneſſe. I 

Aba. 1. g. feare this ſaying may berenewed,/f a man tell you, ye will not 
Pal. 14. . belceue it, &. As the Lord looked downe vpon the earth, to 
& 53.2, ſee if any did regard him, & ſaid, There is not one: fo this ſen- 
tence may goe from Court to Citie, from Citie to Country, 

and ſay, there is ſcarce one in a towne that wil ſubſcribe vn- 

Pal 4.6. to it. Mam ( ſaid Danid )ackg wbo will ſbem vs any good? mea- 
ning tiches, and honour, and pleaſure which are not good, 

But when he came to godlineſſe it ſelſe, he le aues out Aamy, 

and prayeth in his one perſon, Lord lift 1how vp the light of 
countenance pom s, as if none would ioyne with him. Jer 

wiſedome is iuſtiſied by ber owne children, and the godly count 

Mat. 11.19 Cullmeſſe gain:to make vs loue godlineſſe, he calleth it by the 
nameof that wee loue moſt t that is, gains. As the Father 
Luke 1. 51, calleth his Son which he would loue more then the reſt, by 
his owe name, to put him in mind of ſuch a loue as he bea- 
roth to himſelfe. Here we may ſee that God doth not com- 

mand men to be godly, only becauſe it makes for bit gd 

Fo ut 
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but becauſe godlineſſe is profitable to ys. For godlineſſe is 
not called gaize, in reſpeR of God, hut in reſpect of vs : ir is 

aine to vs, but it is dutie to him. So it is called a health in Pros. z. f. 
reſpeR of ys, becauſe it is the health of our ſoules: ſoit is 
not called a kingdome in reſpect of God, but in refpeR of vs, As. 33. 
becauſe we are intituled to the Kingdomeby this difference 
from the reprobates. Put all the good things in the world 
rogether, and the — of all is found in godlineſſe, and 
therefore godlinefleis called by the names of thoſe things 
that men count beſt, to ſhew, that the godly are as well, as 


merry, as content with their loue towardes God, and Gods 
loue towards them, as other are with health and wealth, and 


pleaſures. Therefore it is ſaid of the godly, The feare ef the E/a. 30.36 
Lords his treaſure. Therefore (ſaith Jeremy ) The Lord is my Ln. 3.24. 

portion, as though hee deſired nothing elſe, and therefore it 

is ſaid of Moſes, That be eſteemed the rebuke of Chriſt grea- 

ter riches,then all the treaſures of Egypt. If croſſes bea richos, 

as Maſes thought, what riches are in godlineſſe? But is this 

all che harueſt? ſhall godlineſſe bee all the godly mans ri- 

ches? Nay(ſaith Paal] Godlineſſe hath the promiſes of this life, 1. Tin. . 8. 

and of the life to come, that is, the godly ſhall doe well in bea- 3 

uen — rs * — — laith, Firſ ſeeke the 3 
inodome of God, and all the reſt [hall be caſt vpon you; euen as 

SE ſheaues fell before Rath, ſo riches Kalli your way — 

as they did to Abraham, and Lot, and Jacob, and Jeb, and | 

Toſeph: riches were caſt to them they knew not how; but as 

if God had ſaid, Berich, and they were rich ſtraight. For all 

good things were created forthe good, and therefore they 

are called good, Becauſethe good God created them for 

good men to good purpole;therefore as Jacob got the bleſ- S 2. 5. 

fing, ſo he got the inheritance alſo: to ſhew that as the faitb- 

full haue the inward bleſſing, ſo they haue the ourward bleſ. 

ſings too, when they are good for thẽ. For (ſaith Daaid) I bey pfal.3 4. 10. 

which ſecke the Lord ſhall want nothing that is good, Now God 

knoweth better then wee what is good for vs, as the nurſc 

knoweth better then the childe when the mille is readie for 

it. Therefore Chriſt ſaith, Tour heauoniy Father knowetb whas att 633. 

you 


Heb. 11. 26. 
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yon bane needs of hee ſaith not, that wee know what wee haue 
neede of but that our Father knoweth:as if he ſhould ſay, when 
you haue need of health, your Fathet will ſend you health: 
when you haue need of riches, your Father will ſend you 


riches; when you haue need of libertie, your Father will 


ſend you libertie :for he ſaith not only, that his Father hnow- 
Matt. 7.11. eth what wee haue nced of, but that hee will gine vs the things 
which wee need, Therefore as children-take no care for their 
appatell, what clothes they ſhall'weare, nor for their victu- 
Matt. 6.31. alls, what meate they ſhall eate, but leaue this care for their 


el. 34-19 Father, ſo ſaith Chriſt, Take you no care, for my Father careth 


oo fer yen. 

Hie was not content to call Godlineſſe gaine, but he calleth 
it great gaine, as if he wold ſay, Gaine, and more then Gaine : 
riches, and better then riches:a K ingdome, and greater then 
a Kingdome. As when the Prophets would diſtinguiſh be- 
tweene the Idoll gods, and the liuing God, they call him the 

Deut. 12 17 Creut God : ſo the gaine of Godlineſſe is called great gaine. 

Mar. 4.7. The riches of the world are called earthly, tranſitory, ſnares, 

1. Lim. 6-9, thornes, dung, as though they were not worthy to be coun- 

Piltz. 9. ted riches: and Foes , to draw the earneſt loue of men 


ftom them, the holy Ghoſt brings them in with theſe names 


of diſdaine, to diſgrace them with their louers: but when he 
comes to godlineſſe, which is the riches of the ſoule, he cal- 


— 349. leth it great riches, heauenly riches, ynſearchable riches, 
— =o * cuerlaſting riches, with all the names of honour, and all the 
Pros, fg. 1. Pames of pleaſure, & allthe names of happines, As a woman 
& 8, trims. and decks her ſelfe with an hundred ornaments, onely 
to make her amiable, ſo the holy Ghoſt ſetteth out godlines 

with names of honour, and names of pleaſure, & names of 
happines, as it were in her lewels, with letters of commen- 

Cant. 4. r. dation, to make her be beloues, Leſt any riches ſhould com- 
pare wick godlines, he giues it a name aboue other, and cal- 

leth it great ric hes, as if he would make a diſtinction between 

riches and riches, betweene the gaine of couetouſnes & the 

gaioe of godlines, the peace of the world, and the peace of 
cFonſcience, the ioy oftiches, and che ipy of the holy * 

IF | | , UDO 


% 
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3 T he Benefit of Contentation. . 
The worldly men haue # Kinde of peace, ard io, and riches, 
But i cannot call it great} beeauſe they haue nor engugh; 
| they are not contented as the godly are:thereforevnly god: 
| lineſſe hath this honour to be called great riches. The gaine 
' of couetouſnes is nothing but wealth, but the gaine of god- 
linefſe is wealth, and peace, and ioy, and loue o God, and the 
| remiſſion of ſinnes, and everlaſting life, Therefore obly god- 
lineſſe hath this honor, to be called great gans Riches makes Gen. 13.6. 
bare, but godlines makes peace: riches breeds couetouſues, 
but godlineſſe brings contentation : riches makes men vn- 
willing to die, but godlines makes men ready to die: riches 
often Hurt the owner, but godlines profiteth the owner and 
other, Therefore,onely-codlineſſchach this honor, to bee 
| called great riches;Such gaine,ſuch joy, ſuch peace is in god- 
lines, and yet no man couets it: & this is the quality of ver- 
tue, it ſeemeth nothing vnto a man yntill bee hath it, as Sa- 
lumon ſaith of the buyer, while he is in buying, he diſpraiſeth 
the thing which he buyeth, and faith, It is naugbi, it is not Proa. 20.4 
worth the price which yee aske; but when he hath bought 
it, ſo ſoone as he is gone, hee boaſt of his 8 ; 
and ſaith it is better then his money, So godlineſſe, befote a 
man hath it, hee ſaith it is not worth his labour, and thinks 
| euery houre too much that he ſpendeth about it; but when 
| hee hath found it, hee would not loſe it againe for all the 
| world, becauſe he is now come to that which followeth, to 
be content with that be hath. Here Paul ſheweth with what 
a man ſhould be contented, not with one thouſand pounds, 
nor one hundred pounds, nor twentie pounds, but with that 
he hath: and there is great reaſon why he ſhould ſo:becauſe 
no man knowes whatis fit for him ſo wel as his caruer. And 
therefore euery one ſhould eſteeme ſo reuerently of God, 
that he thinke nothing bettet for hini(for the time preſent) 
then that which God meaſureth forth vnto him, For when 2 
Chriſt had no mony, he was contented, and when he wanted 4. 7. 
mony to pay tribute, he ſent fot no more then he needed: he 
might haue commanded twenty pounds aſwel as 20. pence; 
But to ſhe , that wee ſhould defire no more then will ſerue 
201 : Our 


—U—ü—ä— —— — — 


Pſal. 23.5. 


John 14.7, 
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our turne, hee would haue no more then ſerued his nature, 
Now, becauſe contentation is of ſuch a nature, that it can 
pleaſe it ſelfe with pouertie, as well as riches, therefore it is 
called the great gaine: as though it had all which it wanted. 
And this contentment ( ſaith Paul) wee owe to godlineſſe, 
becauſe it is not poſſible for a wicked man to be contented; 
for as hee is not tatisfied with fin, ſo is he ſatisfied with no- 


thing. Riches come, and yet the man is not pleaſed : libertie 


comes, and yet the man is not pleaſed : pleaſure comes, and 
yet the man is not pleaſed ; vntill God come, and then hee 
faith , My cup is full. Sbew dis thy father ( ſaith Philip) and i 
uffceth. Nay, ſhew vs thy truth, and it ſuficeth, Now my 


Luk-13.79- ſoule (faith the churle) take thy reit: nay, now my ſoule take 


lohn 413. 


Mis 3. 


44.15. 


thy reſt, for thou haſt laid vp for many yeers. The godly man 
hath found that which all the world doth ſeeke, that is, E- 
nougb. Euery word may be defined, and euery thing may be 
meaſured, but enough cannot be meaſured or definedit chan. 
geth euery yeere: when we had nothing, we thought it E- 
wough,if we might obtain leſſe then we haue: when we came 
to more, we thought another exongh:now we haue more, 
we dreame of another enough; ſo enough is alwaies to come, 
though too much be there alreadie. For as oyle kindleth the 
fire which it ſeems coquench:ſo riches come as though they 
would make a man contented, and make him more coue. 
tous. Therefore ſeeing contentation was neuer found in ri- 


ches, the Apeſtle teacheth to ſeelę it in goalineſſe; ſaping, Godlines 


& riches, as though ir did not onely make a man contented, 
but make a man contented with it ſelfe. Hee ſpeakes as 
though he had found a new kind of riches, which the world 
neuer thought of, that are of ſuch a nature, that they will 
ſatisfic a man like the water that Chriſt ſpake of, hee that 
drinkes of this water ſhall thirſt no more :{o they that taſte of 
theſe riches, ſhall couet no more: but as the holy Ghoſt fil- 
led all the houſe, ſo the grace and peace, and ioy of the holy 
Ghoſt filleth all the heart; that as /oſeph had no need of A. 


ſtronomy, becauſe he had the ſpirit of prophecie;ſo he which 


hath contentation,hath little need of riches; he —— 
| o 


—— 


—— — 
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of che Philoſopbers ſtone, nor the gold of Ophir, nor the 
Mines of Iadia, but hee hath his guiet-eft, without ſuit of 
law; for hee retaineth a peace-maker within, which would 
make all Lawyers Preachers, if men were to wiſe to take 

| counſell of it. i. | 

. | When the law is ended, if the man be not content he is in 

trouble ſtill: when his diſeaſe is cured, if he be not content, 

| hee is ſicke ſtill: when his want is ſupplied,if he be not con- 

| tent, he is in want ſtill: when bondage is turned into liberty, 

if he be not content, he is in bondage ſtill:but though he be 

in law, and ſickneſſe, and pouertie, and bondage, yet if hee 

be content, he is free, and rich, and merry; and quier, even, 

as Adam was warme though he had no clothes, Gen.. 25. 
: Such a commander is Contentation, that wereſoeuer ſhe 

| ſetteth foat, an hundred bleſſings wait vpon her: in cuery 

| diſeaſe ſhe is a Phyſician, in euety Rrife ſhee is'# Lawyer, in 

euery doubt ſhee is a Preacher, in euery griefe ſhe is a Com- 

| forter,like a ſweet perfume which taketh away the eull ſent, 

| and leaueth a pleaſant ſent for it. As the Vhicornes hotne, 

dipped in the Fountaine,makesthe ygaters which were cor- 

rupt and noi ſome, <ltare and wholefome vpon the ſudden; 

ſo, whatſoever 1 comes ynto,it ſaith like the 

Apoſtles, Peace be to thiz houſe, peace be to this heart, peace Luke 54 9- 

be to this man, . | 

| r it to the ſiue Toaues and two fiſhes, wherwith 

| Chuifttcd fiverthoulznd perfons, and yet there were twelue 

pasketsfullofihdgwhichwas left, which could not fill one 
basket whey it wa whole. Thus their little feaſt was made 

a great ſeaſt ⁊ ſo eee they haue but little for 


£ 
I 


themſelues, yet they aue ſomething for others like the Wis 11 · ra. 4 Ae | 
owes Mite ahabtbey may ſay as the diſciples ſaid to Chriff, vo: - 


ey want notfing;c h haue nothing. Contentati- Luke 32435 
on wanteth-iething;8 4 good heart is worth all. For if ſhe 
want bread;ſhe can ſay as Chriſt ſaid, / baus another bread: If lobi 43%» 
ſhe want riches;ſhe'car ſay, I baue other riches : If ſhe wapt l 
ſtrength, ſhee ta ſay, Lhaue other ſlrength: If ſhee want 1. 
friends ſhe can U haue other Friends, Thi the godly * 
: a 


— 


| . ; L . . 
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dll within, that they ſeek without. Therfore if you ſce a man 
contented with that he bath, it is a great ſigne that god nds 
is entred into him: for the heari of man was made a Temple 
for God, and nothing can fill it but Soi alone; Therefore 
—— 6. paul ſaith after his conuerſion, that which hre could neuet 
F412 fay before his conuetſiom, / bane learned ta ho duct. Fir ſt be 
learved godlineſſe, then godlines taught him xontentation. 
ay; aith Paul) I baue learned to be content : as though this . 
were a leſſon for every Chriſtian to learne, to be contem. For 
chus hee muſt thinke, that as God · ſaid to 2 hes 
Deut. 3. 26. Could nox obraine leaue to go to Ca] ile abu faſſicerbiy - 
to ſee Carigar : (o,whatiocuer he gweth;be giue chis charge 
er. 10. 19+ with is, Let this ſaffice tbeg. As Jeremy faith, This i ſor- 
row, and I will beare it : ſo thou muſt ſay, This is my portion, 
and l will cake it. This is the ſigne, whether godhaes be in a 
mah, if he haue.ioy, of thet which he hachpforzhings which 
© Godgjuathrp.checighteaus, Paul :falth:j acht- hee. gluethi 
w 1.6.17 them to eviey,; that is,if he haue much, he can ſay with Paul, 
Pita. 12. 7 haue learned ta abammd; if hee haue lictle, — — 
Pant, I hang Hfarued ie gart chat in, if hoe Raue mubh as 
Alrahom , and, Lata and Lacob , and los and loſtplo yet it 
lohn 21.11. canndt cortupt his-minde but asthemepwas fullofFiſhes, 
and yet not rent, becauſe they caſt iti at Chriſts command: 
ſo, though the godly man bee full of riches, yer his heart is | 
not gent, his minqe is not troublled, his duntenancę is not 
changed „becauſehe temembrech j chat ctheferhings were 
uen him to doe good,, as Heferithoughs ofcherhundur' 
Heft. 4. 14. 2 if we haue little, it is like ee. litelk die ich ſorted the * 
2. Reg. 4.17. Widow as little as it was. A little to the righreom(faich Da- 


„ „„ a 


P/al37-16, „d it is better than great riches tathe.uwgedb:forwheramart | 
F.0D * hath fopndithe heauenly'ziches}; Ar ondary | 
8 leere ee e be chae nieuthe Sunne p abiR | 

W : 


ether the Moone ſhine or nog bestehe tbꝰno weed 

| of her light. Therefore we con CE, ee, | 
Matt.5.6. they which thirſt after. rightequſneſſeycfar:theſ\(pall bs Jariafieds | 
pot.theythatthirkt aftergicheqnorſtbeyſtthan vbitliabrerhs- | 


nour, nor they iht hirſt after glealrd/{hll be iscſifte but 


thitſt f 
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thirſt more, as the ambitious, voluptuous, ani colletons do: 
but they thet thirſt after righteouſnes , ſhe i ſatiofied;/ albeit 
they haue no riches, nor honeur, nor pleaſure. If yee aske 
like the Virgin, How can this be? I anſwer: Euen as Adem Gen. 2. ic. 
was warme without clothes; ſo God doth ſatisfie many 
men without riches, Though he was naked, yet he did not 
ſee. his nakedneſſe, ſo long as he was innocent: but when 
he began to rebell, then began he to want clothes: ſo 
though a man be pgore, yet he ſees not his pouertie, ſo long 
as he is contented: but when he begins to couet, then he 
begins to want riches , and from that day the curſe ( in the 
firſt of Ag geus, Verſe 6.) takes on him; Tes eate, but yee 
haus not enough yee drinks, but yee are not ſatisfied : yer rlathe 
your ſelues, but pee are not warme. Indeed the couetous man 
ſeemes to draw the world to him with cords, his coffers are 
of Loadſtones, his hands like nets, his fingers like lime my 
twigs: there it comes, and there it comes, one would thinke 
this man ſhould be happy oneday, ., . 0 
When the Churles barnes werpfull, he hade his ſoule 
take reſt, thinking to gaine reſt by eouetouſneſſe,; that hee 
might ſay, Riches gaine reſt, as Well as Godlineſſe a bur 
ſee, what happened : thax night, whenhe began to rake hig 1. 1, 
reſt, riches, and reſt,and ſoule, and all;were taken from him. 5 
Did he not gaine faire? Would he haue taken ſuch paines, 
if he had thought of ſuch reſt? Couetouſnes may gaine ri- 
ches, but it cannot gaine reſt: yet may thin like this churle, 
to reſt, ax = and ſhops; and coffers ate full: 
but yee ſhell find it gruę V hich Eſay faith; Thene in wo reſt to E/a 48.23 
the vngodly: therefore the wile man, to preuent at hope 
of rel or honour, or profit by ſinne, ſpeakes as though he | 
had tried, A an gannat be eflabliſhed by iniquitie. ' Therefore Fro. ir. 3. 
he cannot, be quierad,,;nor fajifed. by thegaine of «deceit; 
or bribes, or lies, or vſury uach is iviguicie.. Therefore 
bleffed is che an whem godlines doth make rich 83 
the Meg be der ande b Faigh Sulimon; be doc dt 
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tren and Landlor d, and Lawyer, and all lay how, that Pas! 
hath choſen the better riches; Which thiefe, nor moath , nor 
canker can corrupt -: theſe are the riches, at laft, that we myſt 
dwell with, when all che reſt, which we haue lied for, and 
ſworne for, and fretted for, and couſened for; and broken 
our ſleepe for, and loſt many Sermons for, forfake ys, like 
ſeruants which change their maſters 7 then Godlineſſe ſhall 
ſreme as great gaine to vs, as it did to Paul; and he which 
loued the world moſt, would giue all that hee hath for a 
dramme af faith, that hee might be ſure to goe to heauen, 
when he is dead, though hee Wem towards Fel ſo long as 
he liuetc. 51 8 


3's 


Mal.3.14 lere then is an anſwere to them which aske , M bat profit 
2, Sam. 19. 8s it to ſerue God How happy was 'Barzi##lai that would 

33+ not-be exalted ? what quiet had the Shunamite which ca- 
3 Neg. 4-13 red not for prefermeat ? when did the Diſciples ſeeme ſo 
an re rich, as when they were willing to leaue all? This ſhall Bee 


* * 
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ach 3.6. 


| Pſal. 119. 


$32.00 &NE1 


your gaine, when you are yſurers of Godlinieffe,”1s not the 
word gone forth yet, Which hath killed cue touſneſſę, that 
I may end my Sermon ? Either you goe away conten . or 
you go away condeninet-of your dne confeience : before 
you were vext with-couetouſteſſe; bit now'the world Thalf 
vex you too: for you ſhall ieuer'touer; not le, nor deceiue 
hereaftet; but a Sergeant ſhall arreſt you vpon it, and ſome 
ſentencg which you haue heard, ſhall gnaw you at the heart 


wich a menranibimief Hellzthnat ye ſhall wifi, O that I could 


ning; which makes it a corrafive vuto me before I cam leaue 


it: if they which are greedy ſtill, could ſee what peice and 
teſt j and ioy goe home with them that are contented, 
thoughtbey. may ſay wich Peter; Gold and filter — 1 ndne, 
cuerpinan would be a ſuiter to Godlinefſe, chat ce might 
brur the dowryeficonterianitn, 7 '='v 74/9917 - 095 x08 
If any here be couetous fill, det Hitnatwolts fhinke, why 
Nad proveth, Tune ty hear? fo thy Hiw; and fd Fb-conetouſ- 
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The Benefit of Contentation. . 49 
when it-came vpon him: hee ſaith Turns wy hrart vn3o thy 
law, and not to coueton ſueſſe, as though x man could not hee 
couetous, and haue any leiſure to thinke vpon any good. 
But as Iobs baptized with water, ſo Jean but teach you Lale z. 
with words. ao Is. N | 
Now you baue heardWhat'contentarion ig, = muſt 
pray to another to give it'ynto you. It is aid of this Citie, 
that many Citizens of London haue good:wills, but bad 
deeds; that is, you doe no good vntill you die. Firſt, yee are 
vngodly, that you may be rich: and then you part from ſome 
of your riches, to excuſe for ſome of your vngodlineſſe. It 
may be that ſome here haue ſet downein their wills, when I 
die, I bequeath an hundred pounds to a Colledge, and an 
hundred pounds to an Hoſpitall, and an hundred gownes 
vnto poore men. I doe maruell that you giue no more when 
you pre at that point: for /x#das, when hee died, returned all att. 27.8 
againe : ſo yee die, and thinke when yee are gone, that God 
will take this for a quittance. Be not deceiu d: for God doth 2· C0. J. 
not looke ypon that which yee doe for feare, but vpon that 
which yee — for loue: if yee can find in your heart to doe 
good while you are in health, as Zac heus did, then God hath 7,219.8. 
reſpect to your offering: but before, God hearkens how yee 
ive your riches; firſt he examines how yee came by them: 
or a man may bee hangd for ſtealing the money which hee 
giucs to the poore, becauſe, if hee ſhould count godlineſſe 
gaine, much more ſhbuld he care to geine by godly means 
Thus you ſee the fruits of Wengen and the fruits of co- 
uetouſneſſe, to ſlay Baum pùſting for a bribe, and the Num 22.1 
ſonnes of Zebedeus ſuing for ptefertnent,leſt ſeeking for aſſes ä 
they loſ: a better Kingdome than Saul found. If you be co- .S. 10. f 
uetous,yec ſhall neuer haue enough, although you haue too 
much; bat when yee pray, Thy kingdome come, yee ſhall wiſh, Luke 11+ a. 
my kingdome come. If yee be godly, yeeſhall haue enough, 
though yee ſeeme to haue nothing, like to the Smyrniant, of 
whom God faith, / know thy pouer tie, but thaw art rich, There- 
fore what counſel] ſhall I giue you; but a, Chriſt counſelled 


his Diſciples, Be not friends to riches, but make you friends of ri» Reuel. 2.9. 
B 2 ches, 
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20 T be Benefit of Contentation. > * | 
Phil. 4.12. rirbei : aud thit, that if y ee cannot lay 2 P aul ſaith, | 

have learned to be coment, godlinefſe.is not. yet come to your 

houſe ; for the companion of godline is Contentation: 

: which, when ſhee comes, will bring you all things. There- 

lohn 8. 36. fore as Chriſt ſaith, If the Sonne make you free, you (hall be free 

indeede : ſo I ſay, if Sorts make yee rich, yee ſhall 
be rich indeede. The Lord It's Vs make 
doers of that that yee haue 
heard, Amen. 
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Lvxs VIII. 
19. Then cams to bim his Mother and Brethren , ami could 
not como ucere him for the . 


rea(e. | 
20. And it was told 2 certains, which ſaid: thy Ma- 
ther, and Brethien, ſtand without, and would ſee thee. 
21. But he'an{[wered and ſaid vnto them, My Mother, and 
Brethres, are thoſe which heare the Word of God, and abe it. 


Ere is Chrift preaching, a great preaſe hea- 
ring, his Mother & his Friends interrupting, 
and Chrift againe withſtanding the inter- 
ruption, with a comfortable doctrine of his 
IS merciesrowards them which heare the word 
of God and doe it. When Chriſt was about a worke, 
and many were gathered together co heare him, the Deuill 
thought with himſelfe, as the Pricſts and Saduces did 
in the fourth of the Act; If I let him alone thus, all the 
world will follow him, and I ſhall bee like Rachel, without 
Children: therefore deuifing the likelieſt policie to fruſtrate 
and diſgrace but one of his Sermons, thereby to make the 
people vu willing to heare him againe : As hee ſet Eue vpon Gen, 3. 6. 
Adam, and make Iebs wife his inſtrument, when hee could 0b 2.9. 
not fit it himſelſe: ſo hee ſendeth Chrifts Mother, and put- 
tech in the minde of his Kinſmen, to come vnto him at 
chat inſtant, en hee was in- this hely'exerciſe', and call 
vpo bim While hee was n , to come away, and 
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22 The Affinitie of the Faithfull, 
goe with them. Chriſt ſeeing the Serpents dealing, how he 
made his Mother the Temptet, that all the Auditory might 
goe away emptie, and ſay where they came: We heard the 
man which is called Ieſus, and he began to preach vnto vs, 
wi h ſuch words, as though hee would carry vs to heauen: 
but in the midſt of his Sermon , came his Mother, and Bre- 
thren to him, that it might be knownggwhat a kinſman they 
had: and ſo ſoone as he heard that they were come, ſudden- 
ly he brake off is Sermon, and ſlipt away from vs, to goe 
and make merry with them. Chriſt,I ſay, ſee ing this traine 
laid by Satan, to diſgrace him ( as he doth all his Miniſters) 
did not le aue off ſpeaking, as they thought he would: but, 
as if God had appointed all this,to credit and renowne him, 
that which was noiſed here to interrupt his doctrine, he ta- 
keth for an occaſion to teach another Doctrine, that there 
is a neerer coniunction betweene Chriſt and the Faithfull, 
then betweene the Mother and the Sonne hich are one 
fleſh. Therefore when they ſay, thy Mother and Brethren are 
come to ſpeake with thee, he pointeth to his hearers, and | 
ſaith,Theſe are my Mother and Brethren, which heare the word | 
of God and doe it : as if he ſhould ſay, Ihaue « Motherindeed | 
which brought me forth, but in reſpeR of them which heare 
the word of God, and doe it, ſhe is like a Step- mother, and theſe 
are like anaturall Mother, | 

With this wiſe anſwere , he quieted the Auditors, and 
made them heare him better then they did before. For now 
they thought with themſelues, what man is this, which Jo- 
ueth vs more then his Mother ꝰ his Mother called him, and 
yet he would not goe from vs, his Brechten ſtay for him, 4 
and he maketh as if he did not know them, but ſaith, bo i | 
my Mother i Who aremy Brethren? , © | 

Thus Chriſt Rood yp, as it were, in an indignation 
againſt Satan, and ſaid ; Satan, this Serinon was not begun 
for thee, neither ſhall it end for thee: this. worke was not 
done for my Mother, neither ſhall it be left for my Mo- 
ther. Thus he: caught the deuill wich his owne hait, and 
made his people more louing and attentiue towards * 
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T he Affnitie of the Faithfull. © 23 


by that which Satan thought to diſgrace him. He was ſo ar- 
med with the Spirit, that letthe Deuill tempt him, or the 
woman tempt him, or Princes tempt him, all is one. 
Here are two doubts, the firſt is the difference betweene 
the Euangeliſts : for Matthew laith, that one brought this Mer. 12.37 


meſſage Marks and Lake attribute it to moe: both may — 


ſtand, for the word which his Mother gaue of calling him * 


forth, was receiued of the reſt, and ſo paſſed amongſt many, 
till it came to Chriſt, ſo that one may be ſaid to bring this 
meſſage, becauſe one noyſed it firſt, and many may be ſaid 
to bring this meſſage, becauſe many noyſed it after. 

The ſecond doubt is, becauſe Chriſt had no Brethren, 
how they ſaid, Thy Brethen would fpeake with thee, Tou 
muſt vnderſtand, that they which are here called Chriſts 
Brethren, were his Coſins by the Mothers ſide: that is, her 
Siſters children, for there were three Maries, and theſe three 
were ſitters, Mary the Virgin, Mary the Mother of lames, 
and Mary the Daughter of Cleophas, whofe Sonnes theſe 
were: their names were James, Joſeph, Iudu, and Simon : 
and they are called the Lords Brethren, becauſe they were 
Kin vnto him. Therefore note, that in holy Sexipture, there 
be foure ſorts of Brethren : Brethren by Nature, ſo Eſa and 
Jacob are called Brethen, becauſe they had one Father, and 
one Mother : Brethren by Nation , ſo all the Iewes are cal- 
led Brethren, beeauſe they were of one Countrie : Brethren 
by Conſanguinitie , ſo all are called Brethren which are of 
one Family, and fo Abraham called Lot his Brother, and Sa- Gen. 13. 8. 


Sen. 27.30. 
Deut. 15.1. 


rab his Siſter, becauſe they were of one Line: Brethren by 5.12.13. 


ofeſſion, ſo all Chriſtians are called Brethren, becauſe they AI. 


ate of one Religion. Theſe are Brethren of the third order, 
that is, of Conſanguinitie, becauſe they were of one 
Family, | W 207 * 
Now, when his Mother, and his Brethren, were come to 
ſee him, it is ſaid, that they could not come neet᷑e bim for 
the preaſe. Here were Auditors enow, Chriſt ſa flowed now 
with Diſciples, that his Mother could haue no room te hear 
him ? but after a while it was low watet agalne. When the 
5 | B 4 Shbep- 
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Mat, 26.31 Shepheard was ſtroken, the ſheeps were ſcattered, when hee 
preached in the ſtreets, and the Temples,and the fields, then 
meny flocked after bim: but when hee preached vpon the 
Croſſe, then they left him, which ſaid they would neuer for- 
ſake him; then there was a great preaſe to ſec him dy, ast here 
was here to heare him preach. And many of theſe which 

Matt.27. ſeemed like brethren and ſiſters, were his betrayers & accu- 
ſets, and — inconſtant we are in our zeale, more 

then in any thing elſe. Thus much of there comming and 

calling to Chriſt : now, to the doctrine which lieth in it, 
Here bee two ſpeakers, one ſaith, Thy Mother, and thy 
Brethren are come to ſpeakg vnto thee: The other ſaith, Theſe 
are my Mother and Brethren, which heare the Word of God and 
doe it, The ſcope of the Evangeliſt is this: Firſt, that Chriſt 
would not hinder his doctrine, for Mother, or Brethren, or 
any Kinſman : Then, to ſhew that there is a neerer con- 
iunRion berweene Chriſt and the Faithfull, then the Mo. 


ther and the Sonne. The firſt is written for our comfort: 


Exod. 0. Touching the firſt, he which teacheth vs to honour our Fa- 
Luk,2.46: ther and Mother, doth not teach here to contemne Father 
and Mdther,becauſe he ſpeakes of another Mother, for it is 

ſaid, that he was obedient to his Parents, This hee ſheweth, 

when being found in the Temple amongſt the Doctors: 

hee left all, to goe with his Mother, becauſe ſhe ſought him, 

ſo hee honoured her that he left all for her; This he ſhewed 

againe at his death, being vpon the Croſſe, he was not vn- 


mindfull of her: for pointing vnto Joba, hee ſaid, CMorber, 


John 19.26. behold thy Sonne : and pqinting vnto her, hee ſaid 3 Behold 
thy Mother: ſo he cone her to his beloued Diſciple 
before he died. Therefore, this is not a doQtrine of diſobe- 
dience, but a rule how to obey, As hee taught his Diſgiples 

Mat. 22. 21 to give voto Ceſar, that which is Ceſars, and to God, — 

Len, which is Gods: fa he teacheth vs here, to giue vnto Parents, 

Matt. 19 that which is Parents, and to the Lord, that which is the 

Exod. 2. Lords. When God ſaid, Honour thy Father and thy Mother, 
hee did not give a commandement againſt himſelfe: and 
therefore he ſaith, Honexr we, before he ſaith, Honour _ 
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T he Affinitie of the Falilful. 23 
The firſt Commandement is, Honour God : the fift Com- 
mandement is, Honour thy Parents, left you ſhould honour 
your Parents before God. When Sa/omen bade his Mo- 2;Reg. 2.10 
"ther aske bim any thing, hee ſignified that the Mother 5 
ſhould be obeyed in many things : but when he denied his 
Mother that one thing which ſhe asked, he ſheweth that the 
Mother ſhould not bee ebeyed in all things. When Chriſt | 
ſaid : Tas haus but one Father and Maſter, he ſpeakes of Faith gr. 
3 , . Y 23.9. 

and Religion, ſhewing that when it concerneth our Faith 
and Religion, wee ſhould reſpect but one Father and one 
Maſter, which is the giuer of our Faith, and the Maſter of 
our Religion. | 9 

When Paul ſaid, Children, obey your Parents in the Lord, Tpbeſcs. 1. 
he meanes not, that we ſhould obey them againſt the Lord. 4.13. 3. 
Aswhen hee ſaith, Obey Princes for conſerence ſake, hee mea. 
neth not that wee ſhould obey them againſt conſcience. 
Therefore when it commeth to this, that the earthly Father 
commandeth one thing , that the heautnly Father com- 
mandeth another thing: then, as Peter anſwered the Ru- 
lers, ſo maieſt thou anſwere thy Parents, Whether it is meete All. A. 19. 
to obey God or yow ? Then theſe are the hands which thou | 
meſt cut off, then theſe are the eyes which thou muſt pull 
our, or elſe they ſhould be as much vnto thee, as thy hand, 
or thine eye. 

In Matthew 19. Aman muſt forſake his Father and his 
Mother to dwell with his Wife. In Lake the 16, Hee muſt 
forſake Father and Mother, and Wife, to dwell with Chriſt: 
For, He which forſaketh Father or Mother for me, ſball recmus Lug. 14. a6. 
more, ſaith our Saviour, Nay, He which doth not hate Father, | 
or Mother, or Wife for mee, cannot be my Diſciple. Shewing 
that our loue towards God ſhould bee ſo great, that in re- 
fpect of it, our loue toward men ſhould be but hatre d. Thu 
he which obeyed his Parents more then we, yet would haue 
ſome rule, ſome ſentence, ſome example in Scripture, of not 
obeying them too, becauſe it is ſuch a hard point, to know 
how farre they ate to be obeyed, whieh axe fer in authoritie 
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As none but God ſpeakes alwaies right, ſo none but God 
. muſt alwaies be obeyed : we are not called ogely the Sonne: 
9 of men, but we are called the ſonnes of God. Thertore as Chriſt | 
ln 2 anſwered his Mother, when ſhe would haue him turne wa- b 
ter into wine, Woman, what haue I to dos withthee ? ſo we 
ſhould anſwer Father and Mother, and Brethren and Siſters, 
and Rulers, and Maſters, and Wife too, when they will vs to 
| doe that which is not meet, hat haue I to doc with you ? For 
to leaue doing good, and doe euill, were not to turne water 
into vine, but to turn wine into water. Peter was not Satan: 
but when he tempted Chriſt like ſatan, Chriſt anſwered him 
Mat. 16.23 as he anſwered Satan , (ome behind me Satan : ſhewing that 
we ſhould giue no more attention vnto Father or Mother, | 
or Maſter, or Wife, when they tempt vs to euill, then wee 
would giue ynto Satan, if he ſhould tempt vs himſelfe. 
Three things children receiue of their Parents, Life, Main- 
tenance, and Inſtruction. For theſe three, they owe other 
three: for life, they owe loue; for maintenance, they owe 
obedience;for inſtruction, they owe reuerence: For life, they 
muſt be loued as Fathers; for maintenance, they muſt be 
obeyed as Maſters; for inſtruction, they muſt be reuerenced 
as Tutors, Bit as there is a King of Kings, which muſt be 
obeyed aboue Kings, ſo there is a Father of Fathers, which 
muſt be obeyed — Fathers: therefore ſometimes you 
muſt anſwere like the Sonne, when he was bid to goe into 
his Fathers Vineyard, I will goe: and ſometime you muſt an- 
wer as Chriſt anſwered, I muſt goe about my Fathers buſineſſe. 
When two milch Kine did catry the Arke of the Lord to 
1. Sam. 6. ro Bethſhemeſh,cheir Calues were ſhut vp at home: becauſe the 
Kine ſhould not ſtay, when they heard their Calue cry after 
them: ſo when thou goeſt about the Lords buſineſſe, thou 
ſhalt heare a cry of thy Father, and thy Mother, and chy Bre- 
thren, and thy Siſters, and thy Kindred, to ſtay thee, but then 
thou muſt thinke of another Father, as Chriſt thought of 
another Mother: and ſo as thoſe Kine went on till the Lord 
brought them where the Arke ſhould reſt,, ſo thou ſhalt goe 
On, till the Lord bring thee where thou ſhale reſt, It is better 
| to 
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to flie from our friends, as ¶Abrabam did, then to ſtay with = IT» 3. 


ſome friends, as Samſon did with Dalla. 2 4 me — 

I may ſay, beware of Kinſmen, as well as our Saufour ſaid ,. BY 
| beware of men, For this reſpe& of couſenage made EA his 1. S.. 
Sonnes Prieſts:and this reſpect of couſenage hath made ma. 
| ny like Prieſts in Eogland : This reſpect of couſenage hath 
made Samuels Sonnes Iudges, and this 3 coulenage 1. Sam. l. i. 
hath made many like Iudges in England : this reſpect of 4 
couſenage brought Tobias into the Leuites Chamber: and '%F 
this reſpect of couſenage hath brought many Gentlemen in. 
into Preachers liuings, which will not ous againe, As Chriſt 
preferred his ſpirituall Kinſmen, ſo we preterre ourcarthly 
Kinſmen. Many priuiledges, many offices; and many bene. 
fices,haue ſtooped to this voice; thy Mother calleth thee, or 
thy Kinſmen would haue thee, As this voice came to Chriſt 
while he was labouring , ſo many ſuch voices cometo ys 
while we are labouring. One faith, Pleaſure would ſpeake 
with you : another ſaith, Profit would ſpeake with you: 
another ſaith, Eaſe would ſpeake with you: another ſaith,s 
Deanry would ſpeake with you: another ſaith, a Biſhoprick 
would ſpeake with you: another ſaith, the Court would 
ſpeake wit'you, © (+ , 7 200019, 08 3220 ad 

When a man is in a gòod way, and ſtudieth the Scripture 

to be a teacher of the Church, a voice commeth to his eaxe, 
as this came to Chriſts, and ſaith: Thy friends would haue 
thee ſtudy the Law, for by Diuinitie thou fhalt attaine to 
no preferment, and thine owtic flocke wiltyexe thee; ot the 
Biſhop will ſtop thy mouth. This winde ſometime turneth 
Jonas his ſailes from Ninmie to Tarſhiſh, and makes him bu- 10149 2. 
ry his talent. 1 © mah | 

If he be « Piuine already, & preach his conſcience, volce | 
commeth vnto him #gaine;a# this did ro-Chrift,&-fikeb, Thy :. 
friends would haue thee to be quiet. ot, there he ple wHi eh 
do note what thou ſaiſt, or there be fellowes Mat lie in wait 
for thy liuing: ſo ſometimes with i little intreatie pe begin She 
neth to draw vpihis haudz & laychis finger vpn dis D,AL 
ind preach peace; when he is ſent with Marre. Thus we 
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23 The Affinitie of the Faithfull, 
cumbred like our Mafter, before our Sermons , and in our 
Sermons, and after our Sermons ; euen of them ſometime, 
which ſhould incourage vs: and therefore as Chriſt ſaith, 
Beware of men, ſo ſay I, Beware of Kinſmen, 
So ſoone as the children bee borne, their Parents bring 
them to the Temple, and baptize them, and offer them to 
Mar. 19.14 God: but ſo ſoone as they be able to ſerue him, they tempt 
them away from him,to Law,or Phyſicke, or Merchandiſe, 
or Husbandrie,and had rather they ſhould be of any Tribe, 

Num 3. C. then of the Tribe of Lexi, which ſeructh in the Temple, Hee 

7.8. which will be hindred, ſhall haue blocks enow:but we muſt 
learne to leape ouer all, as Chriſt leaped ouer this. If wee 
ſhould leave Father, and Mot her, and Wife, and Children , for 
Chriſt, much leſſe ſhould wee care for labour, or loſſe, or 
ſhame, or trouble, or diſpleaſure, for wee ſhould aduenture 
theſe for our friends. Thus much of his naturall Kindred : 
now of his ſpirituall Kindrec. 
Here is another Genealogic of Chriſt , which Matthew 
and Luls neuer ſpake of. As Chrift ſaith :* I bane another 
bread which you know not : ſo hee ſaith: I baus other Kinſmen 
which you know not. N 4 

2. lohn 1. Saint Joby writing to a Ladie, which brought yp her chil. 


dren in the feare of God, calleth her the elect Ladie ſhewing 


that the chiefeſt honour of Ladies, and Lords, and Princes, 
AA. 17.11. is to be elect of God. S. Luke ſpeaking of certaine Ber ans, 
which receiued the Word of God with loue, cals them wore 
woble men then the reſt : ſhewing , that God coumeth none 
Noble, but ſuch as are of a noble Spirit. As Jobs calleth none 
ele& but the vertuous, and Lake calleth none Noble, but 
the religious: ſo Chrift calleth none his Kinſmer, but the 
righteous: and of thoke onely he faith, Theſt are wy Motber, 

and my Brethren voc lara cle Word of God, and qi. 
Romg.l, As. eAbrahaws children are not counted after the fleſh 
but after the pᷣpirit: So Chriſts kindred are not counted after 
Ser. 1. {the fleſh but after the Spirit 3 for the fleſh: was not made 
Reb.11.9% aer he Image of God, b the Spirit: cherefote, God is not 
called the-Father.of holte, hug dhe Fuer aß pur. Sag. 
nit. 00, 
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God which is a Spirit preferreth them that ar kin to bim in 

the Spirit. Therefore Eſa was not bleſſed, becauſe he was 

of Iſaacks fleſh : but Iaceb was bleſſed, becauſe he was of 8 
Ifaacks ſpirit, As wee loue in the fleſh, ſo Chriſt loueth in * 
the Spirit; therefore he calleth none his Nin ſinen, but them 

which beare the word of God, and doc it. t + 

It ſeemeth that Paul thought of this ſaying, when as hee 
ſaid, Till Chriſt be formed in you : If Chriſt be formed in vs, 
as Paul ſaith, then wee are Chrifts mother: every one which 
will haue Chriſt his Sauiour, muſt be Chriſts mother. The 
Virgin asked the Angel, How ſhee could beare Chriſt, ſeeing ſhe Luke 1. 24. 
had not knowne a man. So you may aske how you tan beate 
Chriſt, ſeeing he is borne alreadie.. Y 

As there is a ſecond comming of Chriſt, ſo there is a ſe- Matt. 25. 
cond birth of Chriſt. When wee-are borne againe, then Vt. 
Chriſt is borne againe : the Virgin, was his Mother by the 
fleſh, andthe Faithfull are his Mother by the Spirit: The 
Holy Ghoſt conceiucd him in her, the Holy Ghoſt doth 
conceiue him in them: hee was in her wombe,and hee is in 
their hearts: ſhee did beare bim, and they doe beare him; 
ſhee did nurſe him, and they doe nurſe him. This is the ſe- 
cond Birth of Chriſt. As the ſoule of man may bee cilled, 
The Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which is the third Perfon + ſo 
it may bee called, The wombe of the Sonne, which is the 
ſecond Perſon. .. \ 

Before theſe words it is ſaid that Chriſt asked, Who are 
my Brethren ? as it heeſhould ſay ; You thinke that I am af- 
feed to my Kinſimen, as you are. But I tell you that I count 
them my.kinſmen, which beare the word of God, and doe it. To 
ſhew that Chriſt loueth vs with an-euctlaſting loue ; hee 
ſheweth that hee doth not loue vs for any temporal! things, 
but for that which indureth for ever. * Sf: 

If Chriſt loued vs as Iſaas loued E ſau, for veniſon, then Gen. 25. 28. 
we might miſſe the bleſſing, as Eſau did; But as Toba ſaith, 

Heloneth in the truth: ſo Chriſt loueth in the truth. To loue 

in the truth, is the true loue. Euery loue bur this, at one 

time or other, hath turned into hatred : but the true loue 
ouer- 


Gala. 4. 


2. Cor. 3 1 6. 


Sen. 43.3. 
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ouet commeth hatred; as the truth ouercommeth falſe. 


hoode. 
Now for this loue, Chriſtcalls them by all the names of 


loue; his Father and his Brethren, and his Siſters. In Rom. 
6.they are called h Seruantr; if that be not enough, in 


John the fiſteenth they are called hs friends; if that bee not 


enough, in Lake the foure and twentieth, they ate called his 


brethren If that be not enough, in Mark 1. they are cal- 
led hi (hildren ; It that be not enough, here they are called 


bu Heother ; If that be not enough, in Canticles the fift , 


they are called bs ſpouſe: to ſhew that he loueth them with 
all loue ; the Mothers loue , the Brothers loue, the Siſters 
loue,the Maiſters loue, and the Friends loue. 

If all theſe Joues could be put together, yet Chriſts loue 
exceedeth them all; and the Mother, and the Brother, and 
the Siſter, & the child, and the kinſman, and the friend, & 
the ſeruant, would not do & ſuffer ſo much among them 
all, as Chriſt hath done, and ſuffced for vs alone. Such a 
loue we kindle in Chriſt, when we heare bus word, & do it, 
that wee are as deare ynto him, as all his kindred toge- 
ther. | 

Now as we are his Mother, ſo ſhould we carry him in 
our harts as his mother did in her arms, As we are his bre- 
thren, ſo wee ſhould preferre him, as /oſeph did Beniamin, 
As we ate his Spouſe, ſo we ſhould embrace him, as Iſaac 
did Rebecca: if thou be a kinſman, doe like a kinſman. 

Now wee come to the marks of theſe kinſmen, which 
I may call the armes of his houſe. As Chrift ſayth , By this 
all men ſhall nowe my Diſciples, if they loue one another : 10 hee 
ſaith, by this ſhall all men know my kinſmen; if they beare 
the word of God, and doe it. | | 


As there is a kinred by the Fathers fide, and a kinred by 


the Mothers ſide: ſo there is a kinred of Hearers, & a kin- 
red of doers. In Mathew it is {aid , He which heareththe will 
ef my Father, and doth it : here it is ſaid , He which heareth the 
word of God, and doth it both are one: For his word is his 
will, and therefore it is called his will, Pſal. 119. 

| As 


- 
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As he ſpake there of doing , fo hee ſpeakes here of a cer- 
taine rule, which he wee Word of God, wherby all mens 
workes muſt be ſquared : for if I doe all the workes that I 
can to ſatisfic anothers will or mine dwne will, it auaileth 
me nothing with God, becauſe I doe it not for God, There- 
fore he which alwaies before followed his owe will, when 
hee was ſtricken downe, and began to repent himſelfe, hee 
preſently cried out, Lord, what wilt thou baus me to doe? As if 0, , 
hee ſhould ſay, I will doe no more as men would haue mee, 
or as the deuill would haue mee, or according as the fleſh 
would haue mee, but as thou wouldſt haue me; So David * 
praied, Teach mee, O Lord. to doe thy will, not my will: for we 
need net to be taught to doe our owne will, no more then 
a Cuckoo to ſing cuckoo, her owne name, Euery man can 
goe to hell without a guide. 
Here is the rule now: if you live by it, then you are kin 
to Chriſt, As other kindreds goe by birth and marriage, ſo 
this kindred goeth by faith and obedience. Hearers are but 
halfe k in, as it were in a farre degree : but they which beare . 
and doe, are called his Mother, which is the neereſt kindred 
of all. Therefore if you haue the deed, then are you kin 
indeed: there is no promiſe made to hearers , nor to ſpea- 
kers, nor to readers ; but all promiſes are made to belteuers 
or to doers, | | 
If you aske God, who ſhall dwelkin the holy mountaine; 
hee ſaith , The men which walketh wprightly : here are none Pſal.x5,4.... 
but doers. If you aske Chriſt, whbſhall-entef into the 
Kingdome of Heauen, hee faith, Vol Mey which cry Lord, Matt. 5. aa. | 
Lord (though they cry twice Lord) but they which doe the  .. 
will of my Father: : here'are none bur doers, If you-aske | ? 
him againe, how you may come to Heaven ? hee faith, 
Keeps the ee > HerEare none but ders: If 
you aske him againe, whs arelhleſſed g hee filth; DD Lake 18. 
ave they that heare the Word of Ga] undd u here ate none 
but doers, If you aske an Angel, who are*bleſfed' hee Reuel. 22,7. 
ſaith ; {ſb aro ohhy whinh Beeps the words of this Bebe 
here are, none but ]doers; If 'you sske Dau, Wo 
enn. | dare 
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wax is bleſſed which keeperh the law : 
re are none but doers. If ou ache Eſay, who are bleſſed ? 
— hee ſaith 5 Hee which doth th 1s bleſſed 8 here are none but 
Nam 2. 13. dots. If you aske James, who are bleſſedꝰ he ſaith, Tha deer 
of the word is bleſſed in bis deod: hexe are none but doers. The 
bleſſing and doingruntogether, | | 
Leſt any man ſhould looke to bee bleſſed without obe- 
dience, Chriſt calleth Love the greateſt commandement: 
but Salomon calleth Obedience, the end of all: as though 
without Obedience, all were to no end. 4 
Whcn Michah had got a Leuite into his houſe, Now 
( ſaith he) / know the Lord will be good vnto me, ſeeing 1 haue a 
Indg, 17.8. Leuite in my houſe : ſo, many thinke, when they haue gotten 
a Preacher into their Patiſh; Nou the Lord will be good 
vnto vs, now Chriſt will loue us, now wee are good ſonnes, 
ſeeing weemaintaine a Preacher amongtt vs, But Miel 
was not bleſſed for a Leuite,nor you for a Preachers bit as 
you would haue vs to doe as we teach, ſo God would haue 
you to doe as you heare: for you ſhall be no more ſaued for N 
hearing, than we are for ſpeaking. is hd 
Gen. 1. When God created the tree, hee commanded it to bring 
fort h fruit: ſo, when hee createth faith, hee commandeth | 
it to bring forth workesgzang therefore it is called a liuely 
| u faith. When apr Sauiour would proue himſelfe to Iaba, to 
t! 1-4 he the true Meſſias indeed, he ſaid.to his Diſciples, Tel Iobn 
bat thinge gat bane hey d and ſcene; not onely beard, but 
ſeene : ſo, if ve will proue our ſelues tobe Chriſts Kinſmen 8 
Tube 7. an. in qe gd, we muſt worke chat which may be ſeene, as well as 0 
% heard., Job wu as mot onelꝝ called, The vepce of a cryer, but a 
Matt. 3. 3. butning Lampecwhich migki pe ſeene; ſo all which ace . 
121 ing voices, muſt bebyrgiggLamps. =2 14 > $0 24 +4 In 4 the | 
Lam. 2. 18. Jatas doth not ay, Let me heare thy faith, but Let wie for: 
£2114: FhyFaith, Is the Angels, put on the ſhope of menzthar Aura 
Gena. bam migbt ſee them: ſo faith muſt put op-workeg, that the. 
n f. is. wot. may (ect Ih werkgs which 1 den ( uih Chriſt) See 
. ie | 
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witneſſe of me: ſo the worke which we doe, ſhould beare wit- 
neſſe of vs: Therefore Chriſt linketh Faith and Repentance 
together, Repert and beleene the Goſpel, Marks 1. 15. There- 
fore I conclude , That which Chrift bath ionned, let no man ſe> 


parate, Markg 10. 9. | 


Thus haue Tſhewed you Chriſts presching, a great preaſe 


hearing , his friends and kinſmen intrrrupting, and Ebriſt 


againe withſtanding the interruption by this you may ſec 
what a ſpite the Deuill hath to hinder one Sermon: there. 
fore no matuel though he cauſe ſo many to be put to filenee: 
no matuell, though tt ſtand ſo againſt a learned Miniſtery: 
no matuel though he raiſe vp ſueh ſlanders vpon PWeucher: 
no maruell though hee write ſo many bookes agalaft the 
Chriſtian gouernment in the Church: no maruell thouph he 
make ſo many non - reſidents: no matuell though he ordoine 
ſo many Nabe Priefts:for theſe make him the God of this 
world, the deuill is afraid that one Sermon will convert ys, 
and we are not moved with twemie: ſo the deuill thinketh 
better of vs then we are. EIT KS 
Againe,by this you may leatne how eo withſtond 
tions: Whether it be thy father which tempteth ot thy mo- 
ther which tempteth, or thy brother Which tempteth, or 


thy fiſter which tempteth, or thy kinſman which tempteth, 


or ruler which ternpteth, or maſter which rempteth, or wife 
which tempteth. As Chriſt would not know his Motor 
agalaſt bis Farher: ſo thou ſhouldeſt not know any father, 
ot nothet᷑, or brother, or ſiſter, or friend, or kinſman, or ma- 
ſtet, or childe, or wife againit God. | 


If the mothers ſuitc may bee refuſed ſometime, a Noble 


e. Sue 


mans Letter may bee refuſed too: hee that can turne bis 


hinderaùce to a furtherance, a our Saviour did here maketh 
vſe of enery thing. Againe, by this you may learse, how 
to chooſe your friend. As Chriſt counted none his kinſ- 
men, but ſuch as heare the werd GOD ud die it': fo 


wee ſhould make none our familiars , but ſach as Chriſt 


counreth his kiaſmen. Agaitie, you may ſer the difference | 


berytcne Chriſt anU'the World: Chriſt calleth the godly 
: C his 
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father, fried in hell, becauſe God was not his father. If Mer 
c 


might not bee proud of ſuch a Sonne as Chriſt , much le 


ASEIVE 


„La IU. by chis you may know the Devillskinſmen : and 

18.48. therefore Ghrifhſaith, u are of your fatber the Dru She w. 
ing that the deuill and the wicked are as necre kin, as Chriſt 
and the faithfull,, | 1 

1. Sa. 18.13 Now, as Dauid ſaith, Seemetb it 4 light thin 7 Vnto you to be 
the ſaxne of 4 Ning. ſecing I am a poore man 1 onal 55 
tation ? So may Iſay, ſeemeth it a light thing to you, to bee 
the Sonnes of the King of Kings, ſeeing you are poore men, 
and of ſmall reputation? It is counted a. great honour to 

Reb. 11.18 Abraham, Iſaac, and Iacob, that God wa not aſhamedto be 
ealled their God: What an hondur then is this, that God is 


not aſhamed to be calle our Father ? ay our Brother? * 


. 
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Tf che Tſratlites had Firth eg te to match with the ſerumes 
of God, whit a bleſſing is this to marry with the Sonne ß 
God ? Therefore if any affect rick kinſmen, or great marri- 
ages: here is a greater then Salomon, marry thou him : This 
Linſman of ours is now gone vp into he auen, that wee may 
have a friend erb 00 W eee 34: 009 | 
Ioſeph deſired the Butler to remember him, when he ſtood Sen. 20.14. 
before Pharaob, and he forgot him, though he had pleaſured . 
him. But a thiefe deſited Chriſt to remember him, when hee 
came into his Nin , and hee receiued him into Paradiſe 
the ſame 447 hag e des offended : to ſhew chat Lab. 13.42. 
though wee haue beene as had us thienes, yet we may haue 
hope in Chriſt. Therefore, now¾ we may conclude, You haue 
heard the word, if you goe away and doe it, then you are 
the Motber, Brethren, and Siſters ofthe heauenly King : 
to whom with the Father, and the holy Sp 


10M v * 
„ {beat pRiſe, maieſtie, and dominion, © 
$4 doe and euermore. 
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Dela un. Henry Smith, to the Lerd 1, l bor 
The ene how be hf: Robert 22 . 


When! came firſt to Mansfield with your Honours Pre- 
cept, I found this Rob. Dictzeus in theſe and like opinions, 
which he preſumed he would hold vnto gens Fi 


E. ſaid, that bee bad ſiene three viſin Gons by an Agel. which 
ſhewed him ſtrange — — promiſed bum rare 2 Zn . * 
er to come. 

4 ſaid chan the Angel called bim Elias her enpen he affirmed 

phat the Prophecie of Malachie remaines to be 2 

Hee ſaid that be Angell told him, that hee ſbouli be a IM 
two yeeres, and a Bondman eight yeeres, 

He anonched that bis Father ſhould be caſt auer ao . , 
and that all be haddþowld periſb. 17 

He auouc had, that. — ſhonld be neither Baytelln nor Dedrch 
in bis Countrey for eight yeeres, which ts thetime of his ſernice. 

Hee pretended that after two yeeres , bis time ſhould come to 
preach, and that then no man (bould be able to confound him. 
Bat before I left bim( as the Word of God doth alwaye: exer- 
Ciſe bis naturall peer) bet pronexinced before vs all, Now I am 
connerted I Scripture : wherenyon bos requetted mee to ſer downe 
bs recantation, which bee vitered in rbe) words. 


The. Confeſſion of Robert Dickgns, vpon the firſt 
aies Examination. 


FT, Did belcene my viſions to be true, before I heard the Scriptmres 
owe the contrary, and now I ejteeme them but as 4 deluſion of 
Sip Therefore 1 1 defe to beſet to learning, for my owne ſulua- 
nion, and for the edifying of my Brethren. Witneſſes Will, Da- 
bridgecourt Eſquire, Acory Smith, Edward Immine, Will. 
Whatey, Hugh Peace bus Maſter, and 4 number moe. 


Robert Dickons.. 
Thu ¶ I traſt ) be dl: And for ſo nmcb as bis de- 
; Ames 2 
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his degree , as your wiſdome ſhall better ſee if you talke with bim 

alone. 1 leane this motion to your Honours good confideration, 

which can beſt indge bow to quench, or how to kindle fuch ſparks, 
The Loſt Sheepe is found. Henry Smith. | 


Robert Dickons confeſſion vpon my ſecond Examination, 
wherein hee declareth, that hee had no viſions at all, but 
that he coyned them, and to-what end, 


The matter of the firſt Vifion. 

Did fee vpon Valentines day was eight yeeres, greene leaner. 
2 was ſtrange in winter, for which canſe 1 brongbe ibm 
bome, and the leaues of the ſame Oakg in ſummer became red, it 
chanced at the ſame time, to thunder and lighten: after dus 1 was 
viſited, as pleaſed God, for two jeeres, 

The matter of the ſecond Viſion, 
Oure yeeres after I dreamed much like to the matter of the 
firit Viſion, and the ſame night it chanced to lighten. ( Tet of 
this 1 talę God to be my Indge ) | found a leafe Printed in my 
chamber next morning, with thoſe fixe ſentences, ſauing onely the 


for#t line: v bicij leafe, vnleſſe it was loft out of my fellowes bookes, 


1 know not how it came. 
The matter of the third Viſion, . 


6 time twelue month, I ſaw light in the ſhop alone, wbereat 


[ was aſtoniſhed, and imagining with my ſelſe what nt ſhould 
meare , it came into my head to tell my fellowet, which came in 
and found mee afraid, that Thad ſcene an eAngellina flame of 
fire, which called meg Elias and bade me write all that 1 had ſeene 
and beard : hereupon | remembrmg my former fights Tag. 
thought to make me ſtrange vntomen, and ſo turned allthatwhich 
Thad ſeene,as if God had (hewed me viſiont. Here is all the matter 
and ſumme of my ſuppoſed viſions, To this Confeſſion 1 tałę God 
for my Iudge, as I ſhall be ſaued in the latter day : but to the othar 
1 never ſwore, though I were neuer ſo often examined. 

Robert Dickons. 
Vpon this hee yeelded yp all his Bookes into my hande,. 
which I haue, and keepe; and now he hath nothing to ſhe 
for that falſe title. 2 Henry Sub. 
; C 3 „ 


Mo 


Matt. 24. 
lohn 10, 


Jobi 5. 
Lake 2. 


Iohn 7. 


Als 6, 


is found. 


I, Io HN 4. 1. 
Prone the ſpirits, whether they are of God, or no. 


Either too bold, nor too credulous, as Jahn 
ent to Chrift, Art thou hee that commet h, or 
@ looke we for auother! So ſend I vnto him which 
calleth himſelfe Elias, Art thou he wv hich was 
propbecied, or is hee come alreadie? But 
will Elas anſwere as well for himſelfe, as 
Chriſt proued his authoritie to John? Goe your way and 
bring word againe to John what things yee haue ſeene and 
he ard, how that the blind ſee againe, the lame goe, th lea- 
pers are clenſed, the deafe heare, the dead riſe, the poore re- 
ceiue the Goſpell. Theſe tokens the Lord vſed for an an- 
ſwer, becauſe he would not that men ſhould indanger their 
ſaluation, to beleeue euery man that calleth himleltc Chriſt, 
or Elias,qr a Prophet, vnleſſe hee bring whe teſtimony of the 
Holy Gol in fulneſſe of power: therefore hee requireth 
himſelf, if I do not the works that no man doth, belieue me 


not. Therefore he ſaith againe, The workes that I do, beore 


witneſſe of me, that the Father hath ſent me: therefore it is 
written, All that heard him, were aſtonied at his ynderſtan- 
ding and anſwers: therefore the ſeruants came backe: and 
could not bring him, but told the Phariſies how their hearts 
we re ſtricken, No man euer ſpakg as this man ſpeakes. Ther- 
fore it is wricten of Stephen, they could not reſiſt his wiſdom 
and the ſpirit by which hee ſpake: therefore the — 
Mou 
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would not receiuc Paul before Barnabas gaue witneſſe of 18g. 
him: Therefore all the Prophets prophecied of Chriſts com- 453.24. 
ming, that when he came we ſhould know him, and receiue 

our ſaluation: therfore Chriſt hath foretold ys all the tokens 

of his ſecond comming, and al the ſignes which ſhall go be- 

fore his day of iud gement: and as he had left nothing out, he 

ſaich in a full concluſion, take heed, let no man deceiue you, Mz. 23 
I haue ſhewed you all things before. But what hath EH 

done?ot what hath Elias ſpokendor who cannot diſpute with 

Elias? or who giueth witnes of Elia:?or who hath propheci- 

ed of Elias? or who hath receiued Elias? or who hath ſaid of 

a truth, this is a Prophet ? O how neceſſary had ir been, that ju 
Chriſt amongſt all other tokens of his coming, ſhould eſpe- 

cially haue noted vnto vs that Elias that great Prophet, that 

crier, that trumpet, that deſtroĩer, hat. Noab, that Lot, that ſol- 

dier of the Lord, that Son of righteouſnes, that man which 

vo man ſhal accuſe of ſin, if there had bin any ſuch te come? 

ſure we would haue re ſpected more that ſigne, thẽ aFthe reſt, 

But ſo it is that Chriſt hath fore warned vs of many falſe pro- Aar. rg. 6. 
phe:s,but of any one ſingular Prophet of God, he hath not in 

all his tokens once remembre d. Alas, Elias, where waſt thou 


that the Lord did ſo forget thee? hath the Lord reuealed all 


tokens vnto us, & yet wilt thou be a tokẽ aboue number? He 
that cõme h iu wi hout his wedding garment, ſhil be thruſt 
out, & ſhime ſhal come vpon himrwlich is without ſhame, 

Is it enough for our beliefe, to ſay, that an Angell called 
thee Elias ? Sathan is trans formed into an Angell of light: 
Search the ſcriptures,ſaithChriſt,thoſe be they which teſtifie 10h 5.39. 
of me. Will it excuſe Adam, to ſay, the woman deceiued me? 
Be not deceiue d, faith Chriſt: if an Angel from he auen teach Gal. 1. 8. 
you any other doctrine then this, beleeue him not: he whom 
God hath ſent, ſpeaketh the words of God. If ye continue in Iaba 3. 
my word, then are you my very diſciples:he which hath the John 8. 
gift of prophecy, let him haue it according to the faith. You 
ſay, we are in true religion: if thou wert Elias, thou wouldeſt Rom. 12. 
let vs ſo continue. Why are we in the true religion? becauſe 
we truly beleeue the Scriptutes: but the Scriptures ſo plain- 

C 4 lie 


Matt. 22. 
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lie, ſo often, ſo vehemently point vnto vs, that Elias is come 

alreadie, that now we cannot beleeue him that calleth him- 

ſelfe Elias, vnleſſe we falſifie the Word of God. You therfore 

which ſay we ſtand in the true faith, and yet would inueigle 

vs from the faith which we doe bold, to beleeue contrary to 

his infallible Word, haue a ſecret meaning to call vs to one 

hereſie after another, which hee may cafily doe, whoſocuer 

can proue the Sonne of man a lier, and goe vnder the name 

Alls 9.5, of Elias. It is hard for thee to kicke againſt the prick. Read, 

ſee,and bebold, how the Spitit conſents againſt thee : 1 ſay, 

art. 17. vnto you that Elias is come alreadie , and they knew him 
not, but haue done to him whatſoeuer they liſted, 

All the Prophets and the Law it ſelfe prophecied vnto 

Matt. 11. ohn; and if ye will beleeue it, this is Elias which was for to 

come: hee that hath eares to beate, let him heare. Eliat ve- 

Marte 3. rily when he commeth, firſt reſtoreth all things, but 1 ſay vn- 

Matt. la to youg Elias is come, and they haue done vnto him what 

they wduld,as it is written of him: John ſhall go before him 

in the ſpirit and power of E/ias,to turne the hearts of the fa- 

thers to their children. What ſay you to all theſe which bear 

witneſſe againſt you? Doe all the Euangeliſts ſpeake in Pa- 

rables? was not Elias come, becauſe they knew him not? 

lebn3. If the Scribes and Phariſees had taken John for Elias, then 

lohn 8. would you haue ſaid the caſe is plaine: for all men beleeue 

that Elias is come, But now the Scribes knew him not: 

though Chriſt ſay, he is come, yet you will not know him : 

what is this but to confeſſe the Scribes, and deny Chriſt? 

Rem. 12. You therefore which ſpeake not the words of God, are not 

ſent of God: you which continue not in his ſaying, are not 

his Diſciple, you which prophecie not according to the 


Luke 1.17. 


faith, haue not the right gift of Prophecie, This is the ſen- 


tence of truth, vnder which if Elias fall, all the falſe Prophets 
cannot raiſe him vp againe. 
Now ſhew thy teſtimonie Elias, thou art of age, an- 
ſwere for thy ſelſe. How many Eliaſes will you make? or 
— of what Elias did Chriſt ſpeake ? his Diſciples vnderſtood 
— him of Iobn, for vnto him the Iewes had done what they 


would 
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would: or what Eliu was to be ſulfilled ? not hee that was 
prophecied? or what Elias did the Scribes think ſhould firſt 
come, before the Sonne of man ſhould riſe from the dead ? 
ot to What prophecie did they leane, why they ſhoul looke 
for Ellas? did they nor ſtand ypon the prophecie of Mala- 
chie? Vea no queition, for they had no other to truſt vnto: 
but Chriſt made anſwere to his Diſciples, that Els which 
the Scribes looked for, was come alreadie: therefore the 
Elias of Malachy was come alteadie: for they knew no other ala 4.5. 
but of Malachie: and the Apoſtles asked him in their mea- 
ning to giue anſwere vnto the Scribes. If Chriſt fay, Elias is Mat. 17. 1 
come alreadie, doth he not meane that Elias which was pro- 
phecied and expected, is come alreadie, that the Scripture ,, b 
might bee found true? No truth can ſay that he meant any — 
other: then if Elias which was prophecied, be come alreadie, reaſonfor 
how canſt thou be he which was prophecied? The Apoſtles Elias asthe 
ſaid, the Scribes looke for Elias ; Chriſt ſaid, Elias is come lewes, that 
alreadie: is not this as much as if he had ſaid, Let them looke — 

8 riſt cal- 
for him no more, for he that is come ſhall not come againe: led for 
if we were now to look for another: he that comes not in at Elia hen 
the doore, is not the right ſnepheard, and you are as worthy heſaid, Ef. 
to be welcome, a he which comes before he be bidden: but — 
if you had done wiſely, you would haue come before Chriſt, ralf 29 
ere he had broached theſe things to the people, then if you I 10, 
had made this tale, and framed your matters cunningly, per- 
haps ſome credulous perſon would haue ſaid : Ihis may bee 
Elias. If Chriſt had not come when Chriit cam, then Saint a, jrig, 
Patricks had been Chriſt, Can you not be content to thinke deuotion. 
as the Apoſtles did ? Sure it is, they knew not that any E- | 
lias ſhould riſe in thoſe daies, but accounted the Prophecie 
of Malachie fulfilled, when they heard Chriſt giue ſentence 
thereof, and they all in one ſpirit vnderitood him of John. 
Furthermore all the Prophets prophecied to John, but after M4. 17. 15 
Iohn we reade of no Prophet but the Miniſters of the Lord; Matt. 11. 
So that if you wil interpret a Prophet, asthey were in the old 
law, by this ſentence, you cãnot be a Prophet: but if you lay, 


that place of Matthem is not ſo to be vndetſtood, then you 
mult 


Luke 17. 


John 8. 
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Luke 3. 
Acts 9. 
Jahn 12. 
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muſt needs conſtrue it thus: that all the Prophets prophecied 
to lohn, t hat is, that all, which any of the Prophets ſaid to 
Elias, they prophecied in meaning to John, and ſo Malachies 
prophecie is fulfilled in Ioha. Thus Matthew confirueth him- 
ſelfe in the next verſe, ſaying, This Iohn, to whom the Pro 
phets prophecied, is the Elias which was to come. | 
You grant that John had the ſpirit, the power and office 
of Elias, and that he did fulfill his dutie : ſtand there, for in 
this point Lues words doe agree with the words of Ma- 
lachie. Now demand Jof you, whether names be any thing 
with God, and when the Spirit prophecied a Propher, 
whether he prophecied the name, or the office & the power? 
Chriſt had faith, they which do the works of Abraham, are 
children of Abraham, and none but they. So when Mala- 
chie prophecied, that Elias ſhould come, hee meant not that 
Elias which was taken vp in a fiery Chariot, ſhould deſcend 
againe, but that one ſhould come in the ſpirit and power of 
Elias, as Lake interpreteth the Propher,ſaying, He ſhall goe 
before him in the ſpirit and power of Elia. The prophecie 
is fulfilled, when the thing prophecied is come to paſſe, and 
that is done which was ſpoken, Hee is not a Prophet thar 
beares the name of a Prophet, but he that hath the ſpirit and 
power, and doth the office of a Prophet. But if your name 
be Elias, why were you not ſo called from your birthꝰif you 
be Elias at all, you are Elias aſwell at one time as at another. 
Elixabeth could not chuſe but call her ſonne John. Marie 
was warned before ſhe was deliuered, to call her fruit eſis. 
Your Angell ſpeakes to none but to your ſelfe. Makes God 
Prophets in ſuch ſecret 2 The Holy Ghoſt lighteth vpon 
Chriſt in the likeneſſe of a Doue, that /oh» might ſee and 
beare witnefſe:Pan/ was ſtricken down tothe ground in the 
ſight of all his companions : a voyce came from heauen that 
the people heard, and Ieſus anſwered , This voyce was not 
becauſe of me, but for your ſakes : but of this Angell I may 
ſay, he which intendeth euill hateth light. But /obn ſaid, I am 
not Elias: he ſaid well, for Elias was taken yp into heauen, 
and nothing was prophecied to come againe, but one ” the 
pirit 
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ſpirit and power of Eliat, (as I haue proued before) and this 
was Iohn, but hee would not call himſelfe Elias, nor ſay hee 
came in the ſpirit & power of Elias, thongh God had giuen 
him both his ſpirit and power. This was Johns modeſtie, to 
humble himſelfe, as Chriſt aduanced him: ſo hee ſaid, I am 
not a Prophet, and yer he was a Prophet, and more then a 
Prophet. Thou child (faith his Father) ſholt be called a Pro- 5% 1. 
phet of the higheſt. So little John reſp fed the name of Elias 
or of a Prophet. But are the Prophets of che old Teſlament, 
or the Prophets of the new Teſtament to be fulfilled in our 
daies?I thought the Prophets had determined about Chriſt, 
and that Chriſt had prophecie d of vs:thus S. Paul taught the Hab. 11. 
H:brews before Elias came: hold faſt Elias, for if this be true, 
thy kiagdome is but ſhort, But I come neerer vnto you, do 
you beleeue as S. /ohn, as a Prophet or as an Apoſtle ? then 
ou can ſhe me your faith by your workes. Theſe tokens Marte 16. 
ſaith Chriſt, ſhall follow them that beleeue: they ſhall cat 
out deuils in my name, they ſhall ſpeake with tongues, they 
ſhall driue away Serpents: if they drinke poyſon it ſhall not 
hurt them, and they ſhall heale the ſicke, by laying on their 
hands. If you cannot doe all theſe,or none of theſe, then I 
may beleeue as well as E/as : ſhall he that is full of the holy Lade 1,15, 
Ghoſt be vnable to yeeld one token of faith?hold faſt E/zas. 
But whether you be a true Prophet or a falſe , yet you ſhall 
haue power to caſt out Deuills, for the falſe Prophets ſhall 
come vnto mee (ſaith Chrift)and ſhall ſay, We haue caſt out Matt. 3. 22. 
deuils in thy name. But if thou be but a petifogger, and haue 
no cunning, but ſet a face on things, then take heed how you 
adiure theſe ſpirits, leſt they turne ypon you againe, and ſay, 
Ieſus I know, & Elias I know, but who art thou? Truly Elias 
make account of this, hat whom ſoeuer thou ſerueſt, the ſame 
{hal pay to thee thy wages. Vet a little neerer to you: you ask 
our brother, as I read in a peece of letter, vnder your name, 
If I be a falſe Prophet, what falſe doctrine haue I taughtꝰin- 
de: d if you were the Prophet of God, the holy Ghoſ ſhould 
ſpeake within you, and the ſpirit of truth ſhould lead you 1obz 16, 


into all truth, as it is written, And if you had the ſpirit of Lit. 
Toon 
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1. Nin. 22.14 Jobn,as Toby had of Elias, then you ſhould be full of the Ho- 


lohn 5. 
2. 


ly Ghoſt from your mothers wembe. The Prophet of God 
cannot ſpeake, but that God puts in his mouth; but you erre 
and that againſt God,and againſt his Word,and yet you ask 
what falſe doctrine haue I taught? Firſt, you call your ſelfe 
Elias, to which now I ſay no more, but ſet you the enſam- 
ple of Chriſt, which you ſhould follow, If I beare witnes of 
my felfe, my witneſſe is not true, You preſume further, that 
Chriſt deſcended into hell both in ſoule and bodie:which is 
ſo abſurd, that neither, either Proteflant or Heretick, auou- 
ched: the Creed ſaith plainely, his body was buried, and if 
in this Article we do not beleeue truly, how ſay you that we 
are in the true religion, which are not yet come to the know 
ledge of our ſaluation? You auouch ſſifly that the Patriarks 
before Chriſt remained in hell; where was no darkneſſe but 
light; I ſtand not to refell abſurdities, I rather look for your 
proofe, then you to expect my confutation : ſome haue ſaid, 
in Abrahams boſome, ſome in Limbo Patrum, ſome in Hea- 
uen, and ſome in Hel: but ſhew me Scripture, or one Doctor, 
or true profeſſor ſince the world began, which euer ſaid as 
Elias ſaith, Did the Angell tell you this ? aske him when 
you talke with him againe , where this delicate hell is, and 
to what purpoſe it ſerueth, ſince Chriſt fetched his Patri- 
arkes forth of it. You ſay that Chrift knew. all things ſauing 
the day of the reſurrection: which will not Rand with his 
humanitie,for ſo he knew not all things;nor with his Deitie, 
for ſo he knew the day of reſurrection, and all things elſe. In 
this point you ouer-ſhoot your ſelfe for want of learning 
to diſtinguiſh ot the two natures in Chriſt , whereby I per- 
ceiue there is nothing in you, but that whichis of Practice, 
and you know no more then you haue learned at Schoole. 
You per uert the words of Matthew 17. Hee ſaith Elia ſhall 
firſt come and reftore all things : you ſay , Elias ſhall come 
and deſtroy all things, and ſo vpon a falſe foundation you 
ground a buſie argument to no purpoſe, Shall this be your 
procecdings to falſifie the truth to prove a ly? what doctrine 


>» Theſ,2,3+ is this that ſhal deſtroy al things? Antichriſt is called the ſon 
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Falten in e. My, payet faich Pax, is to edification,ner Gary, 10 
85 Tarudton! : confirue thy wr wiſely, for if the. ſhecpe 
heare his voice, they will thinke that the Wolle comes a- 
ther then. the true . Te Did ſohn thy office, and dis 
hee not deſtroy > Had labs thy wer, and could he not de- 
ſtroy In this: word all thy en is manifeR :if Adaiibew | 
ſay deſtroy, then Eu doctripe thall and fortruth, hut if Lube 1.29. 
Matthew ſay (Reſtore) then Elias ſhall be content to goe 
for a falſe Prophet, becauſe chop] — ae truth in- 
to a lie. Vou prophecie that your 5. aner ij- 
to ignotance, and all chat he bach dom Ehes our 
pounds how he meaneth to 8 Wet No hegt | 
with his Father: O miſerable childe for whom his! 


Pier 


.accurſed: was Jabs Baptiſt; Father calt — 
was Marie accurſed ? did their cattell petiſhi No, ou hae 
haue ioy and gladneſſe,, ſaich Gabriel.to Zacharia :- 

' beth was filled with the Holy GhoR,, ſaich Lykg, Bleſſed art 
thou among women, ſaith the Angell. Is ir true Rau this 7. 
wil go bard on thy ſide. You would beare men in hand, that ack 


neuer plague, nor dearthy,ngr earthquake, nor wage Hol 
zouch your country, ſp long as you continue amen ——— 
This is more theo. euer Was granted Chriſt: what — 
think?7the promiſe liberty, ſaich Peter, ard they themſelues 
are bond ſernagts Ah Lord God faith ren behold the ler. 14. 13. 
Faden y vnto hem, yes ſholl not ſee the u aghthar 

al famine comeypongouybucd wil give you affurer prage 
in this place. Ihen the Lord faid vaio him, they prophecie 
lies; in my name. I haue not ſent them, I {pake not io them, 
but they prophecie vnto you a falſe viſion, a diνj,ja 
vanitic,a.decrivinlgeſſe; ace cent m 2 0. 
ſehucs ſhall periſh h abs plagnesr; fr . bich theyexempe cr 
their Copotrey, without my gommangdrangn;s.  pegruch ?. 
that religion is moſt ſineer ey proſe ſſrd, and throwphly pur- 
ged — gu rg es er = Lyould.chat/iw _. 
were not q falls Prophes,, N eng LEGI t the 
Propherkpoyerhgot j ho ia dona beyond dens. Ne Ah. 
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10. b bite; för hee neuer belegt as Eu doth.” You terme your 
4.2 +3 Upper "approbations, yiſieds; andyer you doe lay they were 
true; oct ou baby uile-yout feife, becauſe you goe 
| further cht e wie ih ot ktſo w not bara vifion 
AR 12. A 1 1 Maß fiude tllat Vifions are 
rule. T en hin frruths,' and 
— e — ke you' could dteame and bee 
awake? either al mut bee a 1 ot part of a viſion, all 
truth, Ur ruch Vu ſay, your foul 125 taken froni'y your 
a. cor. ia. Hoodie mdcgde Saint a ede ay [o, leſt any Thin 
11. de think of him zboue that nch be Aid dec in to 
bee and that hee heard of 'bim: but Elia had neede ſpeake 
ſor hie ilfe, for no man wil ſpeake for him But Chtiſt ſaith, 
lohn 14. che rd N Mel F L is not mine but tlie Fathers which 
eile aer Merke che Aron irenſ{;#: of Cor den Pro h 
-Kbelptbiges hot I Ee doe; by SH of," hit doth ſp 
one“ chat hath ſbme auchoritis, Ipſe did for how 
would yen haue him proue elſe that Wee walked v n the 
© xlonde#;//ddiftharthetooft Npene d tolet furt Mp fue 7 
ear dis dene hee yer cemꝭ tx prone this'by Sept of. 
Burak TE Ta? Sy Rhreſe things'of wiy ſelfe ? faith 
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would K nit tles uf av a Nqetc :-:- 
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for an cxamplo: chergforę faſhion thy ſelfe to Suni aud wo 
will o on d fot —— bigyalfe ian . 7180 
alowed,bur he whomthe Lord.commendeth., Is æhis man 
likely to haue xcuelations/; which cannot reueale any mere 
vpto ys theg we know? Cod did beare n eſſe ynta the 
doctrine ce With ſignes andi wopdersg diucts Hel 2 
mirgcles and gifts of, the Holy Gao, Is Elia allo nan 
the Apoſtles? Well, hee is the leaſt of the Apoſtles, wee wil 
not looke for wonders, we will craneſbx truth); 11 
The Prophet which ſpeaketh a MWoOrd Which I haue not 
ſpoken, ſhall die: and if they phinke inrhghees,, bow: hell 
we know the word which;the Ltd hach nas. FpokePmanic dr Nut. 18. 
if the thing bee not, nor cqme o poſſe, AbgAthe Lorvharh * 
not ſpoken, but preſumptiog. 46% % leg f 
Is it come to paſſe that the mon of tauben, Reſtare, ls 
turned to deſtroyf᷑ Is it coms to paſſe, that England he fore 
— in fincere profeſſion? we {ee (alas) itis hot ſo dibere- 
ore wee know the Lord hath not ſpoken to this man . hut 
hee ſpeaketh of himſelfe, therefore thou: ſhalt not þe afraid 
of him, ſaith God. You werte ſicke a5 nature inclined, and 
you ſay that the Angel prophecied you ſhould he a Leaper: S 
you were bound prentiſe as others bee, and you the 
Angell prophecied you ſhould be a bond- man: 25 
trey hath done well, as many moe 4; And you ſay the, An- 
gell prophecied| it ſhould fare well for your ſake. This is. to 
prophecie of the weather, whenthe dine is paſt. Who can- 
not haue enough of ſuch, ene „ß men would helesue 
them? yet Hanno rough ht rich mor cxædite then vhis, hes 
taught birds to ſin „ Hanyo 4 4 Cod, and when — 
had learned their! on hee lets them flię mthe-aire,, 2 
here ſotuex they came, they cryed , Flames a God, ow 
had ſome miraelc i 0 80 will Sac om wich A card 
of tenne. n „desde ed „ 02.65 1k 
This is but a young dell «1 Yowaffirme,. that at the dey+ . 1 
fire of the proud, Elias is beheaded > this i is propheti- 
call indee de, it paſſerh my Vncdethand wg The Spirit of 13, 


truth ſpeaketh plainely xo-cdifie, in muh, and giveth. yo- dais, © 
er- 


»$ Theke Sheep found; 
derſtunding do che ſimple, but che ſpirit of Satharrleadeth 
ral. 15. mens fijndes; to conſſrue his foying a5 they liſt, that onder 
ambipdous words he might ſow erronious opinions, & con- 
tention amongſt men. Fheſe are the Wels without Water, or 
thoſe which be ſo deep that men tan draw no water ont of 
2. Pet. them. This lentence c unn: bee verified, huteſſe you malie 
Asehe a wed degeide yduf feht; fee How 
Surat ſhall be raketvin his one fut You demand con- 
fidently, if I be s fable Prophet, vhat euill ever haue I done ? 
vr where is the perſof that can accuſe mee of ſinne? Chriſt 
might very. well ſay ſo, which had p wei and raigned over 
v fhne but Ehas a man ſubiect to ib firmities as wee are, ſo 
Lana 3. fath Jane,: But was the any Prophet or —_ whom 
man could not accuſe of ſinne? Q Salomon thou waſt not 
the wiſeſt mal, if a child be wifer then thou. O Dauid, thou 
waſt not a man after Gods ene HeEare, ifchy heart were not 
a; Pore, and thy life ab boly ava ſittiple Prentiſes; no man 
rebuke thee of ſinne, thou haft no faithfull friend, if no man 
could acruſe thee before, now I accuſe thee of ſinne, thou 
haſt made thy ſelfe wiſer then the wiſeſt, and thou haſt ſaid, 
ral. 8 . I am purer then hee which is a man after Gods oune heart. 
Woe be vnte that holineſſe which leadeth in hypocrifie vn- 
to damnation, Indeed Iheare well of your converſation to- 
wards all men, and Jam heartily ſorry, that ſuch a good life 
Gould impart credite vnto a falſe doRrine : I lament that 
the wiſdome of thefleſh ſhould bexeadier to godly'workes 
then the wiſdom of che ſpitit. It may pitty a good heart that 
a bodie ſo well mortified from ſinne; ſhould not haue a ſpi- 
rit fitted vnto it. But what doe you thinke of theſc falſe 
Pro hets? ſhalt they not make a ſhewof godlincfle? ſhall 
they not ſet fort kinde vf gaod/works, (is the Papiſts do 
eo merit he auen ⁊ ) yea, Ho doubt, elſe Chriſt would neuet 
Mat. 24.27 haue ſoid, Thy ſhall be able ( if it were poſſible) to ſeduce 
cer. xi. ic the elect. Satan himſelfe is trans formed into an Angell of 
light, therefore it is no great thing if his Miniſters be tranſ- a 
formed inte the Miniſters of Tighecovſnefſe, The damfell 
adi 6. wiicd after Poll and Barnabas; Theſe inen arc ge 
| 1 F o 
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of the moſt high God, which ſhew vnto vs the way of falua- 
tion, and yet ſhee had a foule ſpirit : Judas kiſſed, and yet he 
betrayed : Pilate waſhed his hands, and yet hee was guiltie: 
Satan alleaged Scripture,and yet he was but a deuill : ſome bil. 1j. 
peach Chriſt of enuy and ſtrife, and ſome of good will, ſaith 
Paul. If the falſe Prophets rife not in theſe dayes, when ſhal 
they come ? if they confeſſe not many truths, how ſhall their 
lies be credited ? if they make not a ſhew of good workes, 
how ſhall they be held for Prophets? Whatſoeuer thou art, 
Elias;the falſe Prophets ſhall come daily, they ſhall come in 
ſheepes eloathing, and they ſhall call themſclues great men: 
and they-ſhall ſpeake ſttange words, and they ſhall worke 
wonderfull thidgs, and they ſhall ſeeme holy amongſt men, 
and ſhall deceive many, but the end ſhall try them. /»das te- 
ceiued thirtie peeces, but after hee caſt them downe : Thou 
maiſt win glory amongſt ſome, but when deſperation ſhall 
ſee from whence his torments came, then they ſhall cry, Wo 
vnto that Prophet, Woe vnto that Prophet, Caſt downe 
thoſe thirtie peeces, if thou be not a childe of perdition, as 
Judas was, caſt downe tliy falſe name, caſt downe all which 
thou hopeſt to gaine by that curſed ſpirit ; doeſt thou not , 
know that he is a lyer?what doft thou looke for at his hand? 
build againe the things that thou haft deſtroyed, then Sas Gal. 1. 
ſhall be called Paul. If it bee ſuch a glory to be a falſe Pro- 
phet, why doſt thou call thy ſelfe a true Prophet, and detract 
from thy praiſe ? if thou haue not thy reward here, where- 
wilt thou call for it ? is the Dragon become ſo familiar ? is 
hell fire become ſo tolerable, that any man ſhould looke for 
eaſe with the Deuill, and make his paſtime to lead a number 
after him into hell? Truely Elias, thou canſt not ſeduce the 19919. 

let: for their names are written in the booke of life, and 

the Lo v hath promiſed, no man ſhall plucke them out of 

my hands. Alas ! wilt thou loſe thy ſeffe, to loſe thoſe 

that are the chidren of perdition alreadie ? This is a ſtrong 
deluſion: yet a little neeret to thee, and if thou canſt ſuffer 

me, euen to thy heart: thou att Eu, and thou muſt preach, 

wilt thou teach a new docttiteduccurſed be that man: — 64. 1. 
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thou teach the truth? thou ſaiſt we know that alteadie: but 

t thou wilt labour wich vs, and preach together. It is ſpo- 

ken like a friend: why then canſt thou not joine thy ſelf with 

the diſciplesꝰ why doth not the ſpirit put into their harts to 

receiue cheeꝰ If God had ſent thee to ys, no doubt he would 

haue ſent vs to thee, that as many as bee elected might be- 

Aft 14. leeue: for ſo did the Je wes when Peter came, and fo did the 
Add: 10. Gentiles Where Paul preached, & as the Angel warned Peter 
to come, ſo hee warned ( urnelius to ſend, Surely the Lord 


Amos 3. . will doe nothing, but he reuealeth his ſecrets to his ſeruante 


A1. and Prophets. Amongſt the people, ſome ſaid hee is Cg 


ſome, John Baptiſt; ſome, a Prophet; but the Diſciples had 
him. ſtrait before hee told them, Thou art the Sonne of the 
liuing God. For the ſpirits of the Prophets are ſubiect to the 
1. co. 14. Prophets; ſo ſaith Paal which had the ſpirit of God, My 
ſheepe know my voice, ſaith Chriſt, but a ſtranger they will 
lun 10. not follow. What Prophet is he that the ſpirit brooketh not, 
and the ele doe not beleeue ? It is I, ſaith Elias, and none 
elſe. God grant that neuer falſe Prophet find more eredit. 
But you pretend your time is not yet come, & c. Nay, 
Elia, your time is paſt, you were filled with the Holy Shoſt 
A7. from your mothers wombe, and doe yee not yet beleeue, or 
1 not your time yet como wherein men ſhall beleeue you 
Why then doe you ſpeake for credit before your time? of, 
why doe you bidde ys beleeue you? I am wearie of theſe 
tales, and haue been too long in reprouing that ſpirit, which 
I truſt no brother will beleeue. Marke therefore, you ſhall 
heare in a word, all which I haue ſpoken : you which beare 
witnes of your ſelfe, which haue done nothing wonderfull, 
which ſpeake like other men, which cannot anſwere in diſ- 
putation, of whom no Diſciple beareth witnes, of whom no 
Prophet hath prophecied, whom no Brotherhath receiued, 
which are not in the number of all the tokens; which come 
without your wedding garment, which prophecie not ac- 
cording to the faith, which lead ys from our beliefe, which 
make the, Some of man a lier, which conſtru the fimpli- 


eitie of the Apoſtles, in parable and figures, which confeſſe 
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the Scribes, and denie Chriſt, which preſume Chifffdid not 
refpe& the prophecie, which come before you bee bidden, 
which come in at the wrong door, which come to prophecie 
when the 8 are gone, Which thinke not as the Apo- 
Mes did, which vnderſtand notChriſt as his difciples, which 
| make the ifirit prophecie names, which were not cald Elias 
from your birth , whoſe Angell ſpeakes to none but your 
ſelfe, which claim your calling from the prophecy of the old 
Teſtament fulfilled before Chriſt, which haue not the tokens 
which follow them that beleeue, which come to deftroy, 
whoſe father is accurſed , which priviledge your countre 
aboue all the promiſes that were granted to Chrift , which 
reach falſe doctrine, which peruert the text of the Scripture, 
which prophecie of things when they are paſt, which ſpeake 
darkely to diuers ſenſes, which caſt your ſelfe in your owne 
gs, Which proclaime, Who can accuſe me of fin? which 
[6ry of your ſelf aboue that which all men ſee in you, which 
will be' wiſer then the wiſeſt, and more righteous then hee 
which is a choſen man after Gods owne heart, which riſe in 
theſe ſuſpicious daies, which make a ſhew of holines, which 
confeſſe truths to infer lies, which cannot ioine yourſelfe to 
the Diſciples:whar?are you a true Prophet or a falſe?iftheſe 
be the-marks of atrue Prophet, how ſhal we try the ſpirits of 
ſatan?Our religion taketh theſe for the marks ofa falſe Pro- 
phet.E/ias(aith, we beleeue the truth:therfore he which takes 
Uzi wich all theſe markes for a true Prophet, by Elia own 
fetrehce,{s in a wrong beliefe: let ys therefore keep the pro- 
on of our hope without wauering:for he is faithful that Heb. 10.23. 
promiſed, Be not ſuddenly moued from your minde, not 2.Theſcz.2, 
troubles, neither by ſpirit, neither by word, neither by letter 
ib were from vs. If a dreamer or Prophet riſe awongRyou, Baut. 13. 
dif giue you a ſigne or wonder, and the ſame ſigne come to 
v he notwithſtanding ſay, Let vs go another way:ye 
all not hearken vnto his words, for the Lord proueth you 
ro khow whether you loue him with all your heart. The 
Propher,at whom/eroboam firetched out his hand, was char- . Nugs 13. 
47095 word from heauen, neither to eate, nor drinke, nor 
_ D 2 turne 
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rurne againe che ſame way he czme: but as he was gone, a, 
her alto 


man of 8ethe/ ouertooke him, and ſaid : I ama Pro 
as thou art, and an Angell ſpake ynto me, bring him againe 
to thy houſe, and let him eate and drinke with thee, but hee 
lyed vnto him, yet hee went with him, and did eate : but as 
they ſate at the table, the Lord ſpake bythe man of Bethel, 
becauſe thou haſt not done as the Lord commanded thee, 
but turned againe and eaten, thou ſhalt not eome home to 
be buried with thy Fathers. And as he was gone, a Lion met 
him by the way, and flew him. God ſpake once to Balaam, 
but Balaam beſought God to ſpeake ynto him againe, and 
ſo the fooliſh Prophet was rebuked of his Aſſe, ceaule hee. 
tempted God to alter his commandement. How long looke 
wee after deceitfull ignes ? how long hault wee betweene 
two opinions?If the Apoſtles ſpake the truth, beleeue them: 
if Elias ſpake the truth, heare him. A Prentiſe in Aanſiela 
calleth himſelfe Elias: but Thomas wil not belecue. how hal 
Thomas bee made beleeue ? Put to thy hand Thomas, and 
feele my wound. So ſhew mee thy teftimony Elias, let me 
fee le your heart, lee mee ſee your workes, let me heare your 
faith, your wiſdome, your knowledge, and what you can 
foretell to come: If you will not come to this reckonjng, 
then I ſay no more, but warne all men to beware. If I had 
not knowne the truth, I would haue thought this man had 
ſpoken truth. | 
God is my witneſſe, I haue ſuffered the ſpirit to ſpeake 
vnto thee, becauſe I ſecke thy conuerſion: but if thou My 
not returne , while mercie is ready, I bring thee ſorrowtull 
tidings; when Satan ſhall not help thee, the rack muſt proue 
this doctrine: wilt thou heape God and the Deuill, and man 
vpon thee all at once ? O wretched creature and miſerable 
Prophet, who is able to ſuſtaine? My ſonne (faith Sa/omon 
if thy heart be wiſe, my heart ſhall reioice, and I wil be glad 
ouer thee: ſo I, which haue gonethus far, to bring thee vnto 
Chriſt, if thy portion bee amongſt the righteous, and thou 
haſt an houre yet therein thou ſhaltbe called: if thou canſt 
goe with mee, and it may pleaſe the divine prouidence So 


UMI 


The Lo# Sheepe is found. 531 


call theg at thy voice; E will ſing praifhs,I wilt giue tanks 
I wil ſpy vero my ſoule in all eltteabie Re Te 292 — 
remember fiace thou praydſt for Elier, and th Lord heard 
thee out of his holy ſanctuary, and thy conuerfion hall not 
be bid from {/#e/: pitty thy ſelfe before the day of paiment, 
and alwaies remember the ſentence of Gamahtel, which © 41 737 
nauer lighted falſe. If thou be not of God, thun 1 
ſhalt come to nought, and thy end ſhall. 
be worſe then thy be- 
ginning. 
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77 that I bane pon, the fame ſhallaudge you in the 
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Bueſtions gathertloat of his opne Confeſſion, h 
HENRY $417T Mx high are yet vnayſmercd. 
Wy you are ſure gyou (ſhall live. theſe three 
yeeres, becauſe: you ſay, aftet three yeeres you 
muſt preach ? 3177 
Whether a man may expect viſions from God, becauſe 
you ſay , For theſe three yeeres you are to looke for moe 
Videas? + ons 
-\Whether {ball you bee\abfe at aby time to interpret the 
truths of the Scriptures in all places without errour; better 
then all the DoRors ? * 1 
One of your ſentences-ſajth, youſhall live chaſte in wed- 
lock: when muſt youtake a wife? and why ſhould*you not 
rather continue ſingle ? n 
Whether there hath beene neither peſtilence,nor dearth, 
nor warre, nor earthquake in your country theſe five yeeres, 
nor ſhall be any time of your continuance there, becaule the 
Angell ſo promiſed ? is this more then euer was granted to 
Chriſt? | | a 
What Bible or Tranſlation e you when you ſay, 
A dne truly tranſlated Þ En 2 
Whether it bee neceſſary to ſaluation, to beleeue all the 
Articles of the Creed? | 


Whether any man, ſince the Apoſtles, did ſt and fo right in 
the whole doarinc of the —_ , that he did een 
beleeue the true interpretation of all the words and ſayings 
through all the Prophets and Apoſii in all che Bible? 
Whether Predeſſination, Electi 
ynto Lay- men? What free-will 
will remaineth voto vs? 5 
What Sciiptutes are Canonicall, M which are not Ca- 
Whether 
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Wherber/ a man may marry his child with * Pepiſt or 
other Hereticke; hoping te-coouert him? 


Whether Miniſters ſhould haue liuings or ſtipendsꝰ 
Whether in ſome caſes, a Miniſter may not bee Non- 


refidenti2b 110 „i! . ad 107 vv 
Whether Hercrikes, tiuingto themſelues, Wen cor- 
rupting others, are to be puniſhed with death ? 

Whether Satan knoweth inward thoughts, further then 
by the outward habit of the bodie, and whether he can oy 
and fay, ON caro factum oft? — | 

Whether Chriſt was, or is, orſhall be kno 2 pres- 
ched ynto all Nations ofthe world 7 — 

Where is Hell? and what ſhall de the manner of puniſh- 
ment there to the reprobate? 

What thinke you of the Amipodes, and choſe W 
people which live in Az, and of monſters in generall q 

What thinke you of that faying of Chriſt, This day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe ? what kind of place! is thiszand 
where: and to what purpoſe now it ſeruethgand whetherie 
was a materiall Apple that Adam did eat Ri wor - 114ges 

How eſteeme you of Aflronomit, ne Peli. 
ſtry, eaſting of a Figure, of Muſick in the Church, cc 

What think you of our common praier baok;& Letany? 

What eſteeme you of Fairies, Habgoblias, &cꝰ whethee 
their money be rue, and how3hoy haue it dd: 27 

Whether ſhould one, meaning ts be a Preacher, firſtiſtu 
die the Arts, or clſe:ttudie nothing but Diuinitie; as you. 

laue done? 

Wherder the Font, Surplice, Caps; Tippets, Bells, Hli- 
daies, Fafting-daies, and ſuch like-Ceremonies , ; are butter 
obſerued or omitted ? 

Whether they whick are called Proteſtants , or thoſe 
whom we call Puritans, be of the pureſt n moſt 
reformed to the Primitive Church?) * n 

What is meant by che priſon” in. Dee benschu 

| deſcended in ſpirit? Ans 
| Whether our ioyes in heaven ſhall bee to allequall, , 4 
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thetorcenti hell, to eu one ilibe dang iter wee 
all eaten en: e n 
| — Gedoe Leliwes while bid bel was in 
Ae groud oc v Vun litt! 6 „ e eln 190070 
Whether Elix eus curſing the little children, did mot _= 
At hat age and Raruredhall all riſe in 16 lere 
and whethet the wounds and ſcarres {hall rent in in — 
bodies glotified ? 
2»; Whattbinkyes of the Scribe im che thits of Marks chat 
faid Chriſt had an vneleane ſpirit q and caſt our -Devills by 
K dichthey not ſinngainſt che holy Shot??? 
hether Images be in no reſpe tolerable, and whether 
a man temembring Chriſt by ſceiag the croſſe doch ſin ? 
lng? bs _ greateſt finks __ raigneth this "Go in 
E 4, 9090 L 
isthe foule creaed; ia man ned whe it l 
and how, or in what part is it placed in the bodie? 

In what eſtate ſhall the Sunne and Moone, the Heauens, 
and Elemetcs he after the laſt day, when there ſhall bens 
3 — ** 

youof vues and repreeting die mat- 
— as in Pageants? 
Whether all thin g. wenge. fuirbfull Chriſtians ought 
to e common Aal, 4.32. 
What doe . thinke cocicerning the Biſhopping of chil- 
Send U J3621Ts 30 int 11 
What Citie isdeſcribed of Ich in the ſeuenceenh of his 


Reuclation ? 
2 Apefiles, know ſuſſiciently chelr Calati 


Whether did 
on, befeve Chriſt wand roſe aguine | 

di 20 Auen tb eulery point;or peu. 477 
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